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Text: "He must i nc rease ,  but  I must decrease."  
(John 3 : 3 0 )  

Dear f r i e n d s  i n  C h r i s t ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  s tuden t s  of 
t h e  Seminary: 

You recognize John t h e  B a p t i s t  a s  t h e  one who 
says ,  "He must i nc rease  and I must decrease."  You 
a l s o  recognize t h e  s p e c i a l  n a t u r e  of John ' s  c a l l i n g  
a s  t h e  forerunner  of t h e  i n c a r n a t e  C h r i s t ,  so  t h a t  
h i s  words f i t  a unique s i t u a t i o n .  

Yet what he says ,  namely, "He must i nc rease  but  
I must decrease,"  i s  a l s o  t r u e  f o r  every C h r i s t i a n  
i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  of Jesus ,  and t r u e  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  
every pas to r ,  t eache r ,  o r  missionary i n  t h e  church. 

These words of John were i n  r ep ly  t o  h i s  d i s -  
c i p l e s  who came wi th  t h e  r e p o r t  t h a t  he  was " los ing  
ground1' t o  Jesus  of Nazareth. "Rabbi, " they say, 
"he t h a t  was wi th  thee  beyond Jordan,  t o  whom thou 
b a r e s t  wi tness ,  behold t h e  same bap t i ze th ,  and a l l  
men come t o  him." Not only is John l o s i n g  out  t o  
Jesus ,  but  t h e r e  i s  t h e  impl i ca t ion  t h a t  John i s  
p a r t l y  t o  blame f o r  having given Jesus  such a good 
recommendation when t h e  two were toge the r  beyond 
Jordan. 

I n  r ep ly ,  John p a t i e n t l y  expla ins  how they 
themselves had heard him say e a r l i e r  t h a t  he was 
n o t  t h e  C h r i s t ,  but  was s e n t  t o  po in t  him out  t o  
t h e  people. What is  more, John d e c l a r e s  t h a t  s o  
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f a r  from being j ea lous  o r  h u r t  over  J e sus '  i n c r e a s i n g  
p o p u l a r i t y  he  was happy, a  joy which he l i kened  unto 
t h a t  of t h e  f r i e n d  of t h e  bridegroom, 

There was no th ing  wrong then  t h a t  people  were 
t u r n i n g  t o  J e s u s  r a t h e r  than  t o  John. This  was 
p r e c i s e l y  accord ing  t o  God's w i l l  and p l an :  "He 

must i n c r e a s e ,  bu t  I must decrease."  

So i t  cont inued t o  go i n  John ' s  l i f e  a s  h e  con- 
t i nued  t o  d i r e c t  more and more of h i s  fo l l ower s  t o  
C h r i s t  a s  t h e  Savior ,  and t h i s  p a t t e r n  ga thered  
momentum u n t i l  it f i n a l l y  r e s u l t e d  i n  John ' s  im-  
prisonment and h i s  g r i s l y  e a r t h l y  dea th  a t  t h e  hands 
of Herod, 

This  whole ma t t e r  of John t h e  B a p t i s t ' s  minis- 
t r y  a s  expressed i n  t h e  words, "He must i n c r e a s e  and 
I must decrease" can be  made t o  sound q u i t e  p a t  -- 
i n  f a c t ,  a l i t t l e  too  p a t  -- a s  though i t  were a l l  a 
ve ry  s imple m a t t e r  f o r  John: no doubts ,  no t r i a l s ,  
no tempta t ions ,  no s t r u g g l e s ,  no f a i l u r e s ,  no s i n  -- 
j u s t  C h r i s t  i n c r e a s e ,  John decrease .  

The Apos t le  Pau l  is a  s i m i l a r  ca se .  H e  s a y s ,  
"For m e  t o  l i v e  i s  C h r i s t ,  and t o  d i e  i s  gain."  
H e  s ays  he  has  "suf fe red  t h e  l o s s  of a l l  t h i n g s  and 
counts  them bu t  dung, t h a t  h e  might win Chr i s t . "  

What John and Pau l  s ay  about  C h r i s t ,  and t h e i r  
own l i v e s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  C h r i s t ,  is  t r u e .  But we 
a l s o  have t o  remember, f o r  example, what Pau l  s ays  
about  ano the r  l a w ,  t h e  law of s i n  warr ing  a g a i n s t  
h i s  members and t h e  wretchedness i t  b r i n g s  t o  him 
a s  s i n  ga ins  t h e  upperhand a t  t i m e s ,  a s  he  s ays ,  
"The good t h a t  I would, I do n o t ,  and t h e  e v i l  
which I would n o t ,  t h a t  I do." 

John is  con fe s s ing  h i s  s i n s ,  i nc lud ing  no doubt 
a l s o  s i n s  regard ing  h i s  c a l l i n g ,  when he s ays  h e  has  

need t o  be bapt ized  of C h r i s t ,  t h a t  h e  i s n ' t  worthy 
t o  loosen  t h e  l a c e s  of C h r i s t ' s  s a n d a l s ,  and he  i s  
confess ing  h i s  f a i t h  i n  J e s u s  a s  h i s  Savior  from 
t h e s e  s i n s  when he  p o i n t s  ou t  J e s u s  "as t h e  lamb of 
God which t a k e t h  away t h e  s i n  of t h e  world." 

What we have then,  bo th  i n  t h e  c a l l i n g  of John 
t h e  B a p t i s t ,  and i n  t h a t  of t h e  Apos t le  Paul ,  i s  
t h i s  g r e a t  f a i t h f u l n e s s  t o  t h e i r  d i v i n e  c a l l  coupled 
wi th  1 )  humble repentance  over t h e i r  s i n s ,  2)  f a i t h  
i n  C h r i s t  a s  t h e i r  Savior ,  and 3) a  d a i l y  s t r i v i n g  
throughout l i f e  t o  be f a i t h f u l  and ever  more f a i t h -  
f u l  t o  t h e i r  c a l l i n g  -- John t h e  B a p t i s t  t o  t h i s  
t h a t  "He must i n c r e a s e ,  and I must decrease ,"  and 
S t .  Paul ,  t h a t  C h r i s t  "might have t h e  preeminence." 
(Col. 1:18) 

Now none of us  i s  t h e  Messiah. Nor a r e  we John 
t h e  B a p t i s t s  o r  Apost le  Pau l s ,  bu t  we do ga the r  as 
those  who have been brought by t h e  Holy S p i r i t  
through t h e  Gospel t o  a  confess ion  and repentance  
over  our  s i n s  and t o  f a i t h  i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t  a s  our  
Savior  from those  s i n s .  We g a t h e r ,  a s  God's c h i l -  
d ren ,  H i s  workmanship, c r e a t e d  i n  C h r i s t  J e sus  
unto good works which God h a t h  be fo re  ordained t h a t  
w e  should walk i n  them. We g a t h e r  a s  s e r v a n t s  of 
C h r i s t ,  ready and eager  t o  do H i s  w i l l .  

John t h e  B a p t i s t ' s  words can t h e r e f o r e  s e r v e  
us  w e l l  a s  one of t h e  gu id ing  p r i n c i p l e s  i n  our  
l i f e  of C h r i s t i a n  s e r v i c e .  "He must i n c r e a s e  and 
I must decrease."  

W e  should n o t  d i smiss  t oo  qu i ck ly  t h e  need f o r  
s e l f - d e n i a l  i n  our  s e r v i c e  t o  C h r i s t ,  a s  though i t  
p r e s e n t s  no g r e a t  problem i n  our  l i f e .  P r i d e  is 
deep-seated i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n ' s  s i n f u l  f l e s h .  Not 
a  l i t t l e  of t h e  t r o u b l e  which a r i s e s  i n  t h e  church 
m i l i t a n t  comes n o t  from wi thout  bu t  from w i t h i n  t h e  
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C h r i s t i a n s  themselves a t  t h e  expense of C h r i s t  and 
t h e  Gospel. S ince  w e  a r e  today observing t h e  open- 
i n g  of t h e  seminary, we t r u s t  no one w i l l  be offended 
i f  w e  po in t  ou t  t h a t  t h e  problem of p r i d e ,  of s e l f -  
e x a l t a t i o n ,  i s  every b i t  a s  g r e a t  a  t empta t ion  f o r  
t h e  c l e r g y  a s  i t  i s  f o r  t h e  l a y  member. 

County Judge Thatcher ,  i n  Mark Twain's Adven- 
t u r e s  of Tom Sawyer wasn ' t  of t h e  c l e r g y ,  b u t  you 
might remember h i s  v i s i t  t o  Sunday School anyway, 
and how everybody s t a r t e d  t o  "show o f f "  when he  
a r r i v e d .  M r .  Walters ,  t h e  Super in tendent ,  began 
b u s t l i n g  around, g iv ing  o r d e r s ,  d e l i v e r i n g  judge- 
ments and d i r e c t i o n s  wherever he  could f i n d  a  t a r g e t .  
The Sunday School l i b r a r i a n  r a n  around wi th  h i s  arms 
f u l l  of books, s p l u t t e r i n g  and f u s s i n g  wherever he 
went. Young lady  t e a c h e r s  bent  s o  sweet ly  over  t h e  
heads of p u p i l s  t h a t  were be ing  boxed moments e a r l i e r ,  
and young gentlemen t eache r s  gave l i t t l e  s co ld ings ,  
e t c .  A l l  t h e  t e a c h e r s  seemed t o  f i n d  l o t s  of busi-  
ne s s  up a t  t h e  l i b r a r y  and p u l p i t ,  and t h a t  t h r e e  o r  
fou r  t i m e s .  I n  t h e  meantime t h e  boys and g i r l s  were 
busy showing o f f  too .  And what about  t h e  good judge? 
How was he r e a c t i n g ?  Mark Twain says  of him, "and 
above it  a l l  t h e  g r e a t  man s a t  and beamed a  m a j e s t i c  
j u d i c i a l  s m i l e  upon a l l  t h e  house, and warmed himself 
i n  t h e  sun of h i s  own grandeur -- f o r  he  was 'showing 
o f f '  too." Preachers  and t eache r s  i n  t h e  church can 
have t h e  same a f f l i c t i o n .  

Another i d e a  we should g e t  ou t  of our  heads i s  
t h a t  you can fo l low i n  John ' s  f o o t s t e p s  of "He must 
i n c r e a s e  and I must decrease" by d a i l y  s ay ing  a  few 
p a t  phrases ,  o r  going through a  few outward motions.  
You can u t t e r  150 "P ra i s e  t h e  Lords" o r  some such 
phrase  every day and of i t s e l f  i t  doesn ' t  mean t h a t  
you a r e  doing as John t h e  B a p t i s t  d id .  You can l i k e -  
w i s e  perform any number of good works every day, even 

dep r ive  you r se l f  of many t h i n g s ,  bu t  of i t s e l f  i t  
doesn ' t  mean t h a t  you a r e  fo l lowing  John ' s  p r i n c i -  
p l e  of "He must i n c r e a s e  and I must decrease ."  
Whatever w e  do o r  say must come from t h e  h e a r t  and 
be a  t r u e  express ion  of o u r  l ove  t o  J e s u s  a s  our  
Savior .  Anything l e s s  is hypocrisy.  

A s  we t u r n  t o  our  books i n  t h e  Seminary i n  
t h i s  new school  year  t o  l e a r n  new f a c t s ,  t o  deepen 
our  knowledge of d i v i n e  t r u t h ,  t o  grow i n  t h e  knowl- 
edge of our Lord and Savior  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  w e  a l s o  
need t o  g i v e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  our  C h r i s t i a n  l i f e  t h a t  
t h a t  too  may be developed and s t r eng thened ,  And 
one of t h e  t h i n g s  i n  which w e  must t r a i n  ou r se lves ,  
by t h e  power of t h e  Holy S p i r i t  i n  t h e  Gospel, i s  
t h a t  of s e l f - d e n i a l ,  of l e a r n i n g  t o  g i v e  up t h i n g s ,  
even ou r se lves ,  f o r  t h e  cause  of C h r i s t .  

It i s  n o t  an easy l e s s o n  t o  l e a r n ,  To l e a r n  
when "giving ground" cannot be done wi thout  doing 
harm t o  t h e  cause  of C h r i s t ,  and t o  l e a r n  when 
g iv ing  ground, " tak ing  a  back s e a t  , '@ a s  i t  were, 
i nvo lves  on ly  a  persona l  l o s s  which w i l l  enhance 
t h e  cause  of C h r i s t ,  i s  something one l e a r n s  s lowly 
du r ing  one ' s  l i f e t i m e .  But t h e  t i m e  t o  s t a r t  l e a rn -  
i n g  i s  now i n  t h e  seminary, i f  n o t  be fo re .  

With c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  Means of Grace, 
Word and Sacraments, no t  on ly  i n  an  academic way, 
bu t  u s ing  them i n  a  c l o s e ,  pe r sona l ,  s p i r i t u a l  
way, walking i n  repentance  and f a i t h ,  w e  a s  s t u d e n t s  
and t e a c h e r s  i n  bo th  seminary and c o l l e g e  w i l l  grow 
a l s o  i n  t h a t  g r e a t  v i r t u e  of John t h e  B a p t i s t ,  with- 
ou t  which t h e r e  can be  no t r u e  s e r v i c e  of C h r i s t :  
"He must i n c r e a s e ,  bu t  I must decrease ."  

To t h i s  end may God's b l e s s i n g s  rest on our  
seminary and on our  c o l l e g e  i n  i t s  new year .  Amen. 
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Heavenly Father ,  Thou d i d s t  send Thy Son Jesus  
Chr i s t ,  f u l l  of grace  and t r u t h ,  who became one of 
us ,  and tak ing  a l l  our s i n s  and g u i l t  upon h imsel f ,  
died f o r  u s ,  so t h a t  i n  H i m  Thou a r t  reconci led  t o  
us  unworthy s inne r s .  We t r u l y  have a l l  t h ings  i n  
Je sus  who comes t o  us  through t h e  Gospel which Thou 
has committed t o  us.  

Give us grace a l s o  i n  t h i s  new school  year ,  t o  
t r e a s u r e  t h a t  grace ,  t o  make and keep i t  our most 
pr ized  possession,  t o  be l i eve  i t ,  t o  l i v e  according 
t o  i t ,  and t o  teach  i t  i n  a l l  d i l i g e n c e  by precept  
and example t o  our s tudents .  

Bless  our s tuden t s  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  a s  they 
prepare  f o r  t h e  minis t ry .  Let t h e  year  be a year  
of r i c h  growth i n  t h e  grace and knowledge of t h e i r  
Lord and Savior Jesus  Chr i s t .  Keep them and us i n  
t h e  t r u t h ,  p r o t e c t  u s  and t u r n  u s  away from a l l  
heresy and h u r t f u l  th ings .  Grant t h a t  we a s  f a c u l t y  
members may make good progress  during t h e  year  i n  
t h e  t r a i n i n g  of f a i t h f u l  pas to r s  f o r  f u t u r e  s e r v i c e  
i n  our congregations. 

And now we come t o  our  new bu i ld ing  which 
looms l a r g e  i n  our eyes a s  a  g r e a t  b l e s s ing  and 
which i s  a g r e a t  b l e s s ing ,  and y e t  which, when 
compared t o  t h e  Gospel t r e a s u r e  which we have by 
Thy grace ,  i s  one of t h e  l e a s t  of our b l e s s ings .  
We thank thee  f o r  t h i s  g i f t  of a  new bui ld ing .  Let  
Thy p r o t e c t i n g  hand be over i t  day and n igh t .  Grant 
t h a t  i t  ever  be used t o  proclaim t h e  t r u t h ,  and never 
f o r  t h e  spread of f a l s e  d o c t r i n e  o r  a s  a base o r  
course  of f a l s e  prophets ,  whether p ro fes so r s  o r  
p a s t o r s .  

Thou knowest our needs b e t t e r  than we ourse lves .  
Do Thou tend t o  them t h i s  year ,  f u l f i l l  them according 

t o  Thy mercy and grace ,  and g ive  us t h e  grace  ever  
t o  be thankful  f o r  Thy b l e s s i n g  and t o  show t h a t  
g r a t i t u d e  i n  word and deed. 

It is  Thy cause, 0 Lord. Do Thou look t o  i t  
and t ake  c a r e  of i t .  Amen. 
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"Lest t h e r e  should be among you man, o r  woman, 
o r  fami ly ,  o r  t r i b e ,  whose h e a r t  t u r n e t h  away t h i s  
day from t h e  Lord our  God, t o  go and s e r v e  t h e  gods 
of t h e s e  n a t i o n s ;  lest  t h e r e  should  be  among you a  
r o o t  t h a t  b e a r e t h  g a l l  and wormwood; and i t  come 
t o  p a s s ,  when h e  h e a r e t h  t h e  words of t h i s  c u r s e ,  
t h a t  he b l e s s  himself  i n  h i s  h e a r t ,  s ay ing ,  I s h a l l  
have peace,  though I walk i n  t h e  imagina t ion  of 
mine h e a r t ,  t o  add drunkeness  t o  t h i r s t :  t h e  Lord 
w i l l  no t  s p a r e  him, bu t  t hen  t h e  anger  of t h e  Lord 
and h i s  j e a lousy  s h a l l  smoke a g a i n s t  t h a t  man, and 
a l l  t h e  c u r s e s  t h a t  a r e  w r i t t e n  i n  t h i s  book s h a l l  
l i e  upon him, and t h e  Lord s h a l l  b l o t  o u t  h i s  name 
from under heaven." (Deut. 29:18-20). These words 
were g iven  by God t o  Moses a t  t h e  t i m e  God renewed 
H i s  covenant w i t h  t h e  people  of I s r a e l  a f t e r  having 
cursed  them f o r  t h e i r  d i sobediences .  These words 
of God a r e  a l s o  a  warning t o  u s ,  today;  and we 
must look  a t  them s e r i o u s l y .  For today w e  a r e  

agued w i th  many c u l t s  and s e c t s ,  some a n t i -  
r i s t i a n .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s e c t s  w e  a r e  fami l -  

Mormonism, C h r i s t i a n  S c i e n t i s t ,  
, w e  a r e  faced w i t h  more s u b t l e ,  

ngerous c u l t s .  It is t h e s e  t h a t  we w i l l  
i n  t h i s  paper .  These a r e  t h e  c u l t s  aimed 
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mainly a t  p e r v e r t i n g  t h e  youth  of t h e  n a t i o n ,  and 
seem t o  have a  ve ry  p e c u l i a r  a t t r a c t i o n  t o  them: 
t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  most dangerous t o  t h e  
wel l -being of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Family. I w i l l  d i s c u s s  
them b r i e f l y  one a t  a  t ime: 

1. Transcendenta l  Medi ta t ion :  Founded by 
Maharishi  Mahesh Yogi i n  1959, he r e  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  
Maharishi  was a  p u p i l  of Guru Dev, t h e  l e a d e r  of 
a  Hindu s e c t  i n  I n d i a .  It was no t  popula r  i n  t h e  
United S t a t e s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  days,  bu t  i n  1960 t h e  
program was revamped s o  a s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  a 1 1  rel i-  
g ious  vocabulary and adopt ,  i n s t e a d ,  s c i e n t i f i c  
and psycholog ica l  terms. It c la ims  n o t  t o  be a  
r e l i g i o n .  An examination of i t s  b e l i e f s  g i v e s  
t h e  l i e  t o  such a  c la im.  Besides  t h e  Hindu back- 
ground, TM t eaches  t h a t  God is  t h e  impersonal  
"Crea t ive  I n t e l l i g e n c e 9 '  which i n c l u d e s  eve ry th ing  
i n  e x i s t e n c e .  Th i s  God seeks  happiness  through 
c r e a t i n g .  It t eaches  a l s o  t h a t  t h e  purpose of 
l i f e  i s  happiness  sought  through an e n d l e s s  c y c l e  
of i n c a r n a t i o n s  and r e i n c a r n a t i o n s .  This  happi- 
ne s s  i s  a t t a i n e d  by d i v i n i n g  w i t h i n  o u r s e l v e s  t o  
d i s cove r  t h i s  c r e a t i v e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  w i t h i n  u s ,  
t h u s  r i d d i n g  ou r se lve s  of ignorance  of who w e  a r e .  
This  d i scovery  i s  " b l i s s  consc iousness . "  " B l i s s  
consciousness"  i s  a t t a i n e d  on ly  through t h e  seven 
s t e p s  of t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  m e d i t a t i o n ,  I n  doing s o  
t h e  mind i s  by-passed and t h e  seven s t e p s  a r e  
accomplished by a  l i t u r g y  c a l l e d  t h e  "mantra." 

A c l o s e r  look  a t  t h i s  p roces s  causes  one t o  
r e a l i z e  t h a t  accord ing  t o  Mahar i sh i  each human 
works ou t  h i s  own d e s t i n y .  Each one probes  deep 
i n s i d e  himself  o r  h e r s e l f  and p i c k s  up on ly  t hose  
thoughts  which a r e  i n  t une  w i t h  God. Then one can 
use  t hose  thoughts  i n  s ay ing  and doing t h e  r i g h t  
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t h e  l i e  t o  such a  c la im.  Besides  t h e  Hindu back- 
ground, TM t eaches  t h a t  God is  t h e  impersonal  
"Crea t ive  I n t e l l i g e n c e 9 '  which i n c l u d e s  eve ry th ing  
i n  e x i s t e n c e .  Th i s  God seeks  happiness  through 
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d i s cove r  t h i s  c r e a t i v e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  w i t h i n  u s ,  
t h u s  r i d d i n g  ou r se lve s  of ignorance  of who w e  a r e .  
This  d i scovery  i s  " b l i s s  consc iousness . "  " B l i s s  
consciousness"  i s  a t t a i n e d  on ly  through t h e  seven 
s t e p s  of t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  m e d i t a t i o n ,  I n  doing s o  
t h e  mind i s  by-passed and t h e  seven s t e p s  a r e  
accomplished by a  l i t u r g y  c a l l e d  t h e  "mantra." 

A c l o s e r  look  a t  t h i s  p roces s  causes  one t o  
r e a l i z e  t h a t  accord ing  t o  Mahar i sh i  each human 
works ou t  h i s  own d e s t i n y .  Each one probes  deep 
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t h i n g s .  However, Maharishi  a l s o  s t a t e s  we exper- 
i e n c e  on ly  t h r e e  s t a t e s  of consciousness:  waking, 
dreaming, and dreamless  s l e e p .  He a l s o  s ays  t h e r e  
i s  a  f o u r t h  s t a t e :  complete knowledge of Se l f  a lone ,  
(Caps h i s ! ) .  I n  t h i s  s t a t e  eve ry th ing  i s  c u t  o u t  
except  god wi th in!  It i s  a  s t a t e  of pure  awareness.  
However, i t  i s  n o t  t h e  l a s t  l e v e l :  f o r  t h e  f i f t h  
l e v e l  adds back t o  you awareness of t h e  o u t s i d e  
world; and t h e  s i x t h  l e v e l  i s  t h a t  i n  which one 
exper iences  a l l  t h e  s u b t l e  q u a l i t i e s  of t h e  world 
w i t h  one ' s  s ense s :  One exper iences  t h e  essence  
behind everything!  And t h e  f i n a l ,  seventh  s t a t e  
( a f t e r  a  pe r iod  of l i v i n g  i n  t h e  s i x t h  l e v e l  s o  
t h a t  pe r cep t ion  becomes sharper), i s  t h e  l e v e l  i n  
which (maybe) one g r a sps  t h e  s u b t l e s t  of t h e  
essence  of c r e a t i o n :  pure  a b s o l u t e  be ing .  Th i s  
s t a t e  i s  c a l l e d  " ~ l n i t y "  by Maharishi .  I n  t h i s  
s t a t e  one has  tu rned  one ' s  s e l f  completely  over  
t o  something o t h e r  t han  one ' s  s e l f !  Maharishi  
s ays  t h i s  i s  su r r ende r  and submission t o  t h e  
a lmighty power of n a t u r e ,  Th i s  sublime s t a t e  
can be  a t t a i n e d  only through t h e  p u r s u i t  of TM 
cou r se s ,  a l l  c o s t l y .  Mahar i sh i  has  a  World P l a n  
t o  be f u l f i l l e d  i n  t h i s  gene ra t i on  through t h e  
TM technique  of med i t a t i on .  A l l  a r e a s  of s o c i e t y  
a r e  reached s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  through t e l e v i s i o n ,  
newspapers, and magazines,  I n  some documented 
i n s t a n c e s  TM has  government endorsement and h a s  
been i nco rpo ra t ed  i n t o  c lassrooms.  The i n t r o -  
duc tory  l e c t u r e s  o f f e r e d  a r e  f r e e ,  bu t  t h e  cou r se s  
c o s t  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  amount. There i s  even a  uni-  
v e r s i t y  i n  F a i r f i e l d ,  Iowa; and t h e  movement 
(Maharishi)  owns o t h e r  p r o p e r t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
o l d  r e s o r t  f a c i l i t i e s ,  Many low-paid v o l u n t e e r s  
a r e  u t i l i z e d  i n  t h e  evange l i z ing  of t h e  program. 

I n  Maha r i sh i ' s  Hindu view, eve ry th ing  con- 
s is ts  of t h e  same n a t u r e .  This  means t h a t  when 

a l l  i s  s a i d  and done, t h e r e  i s  no d i f f e r e n c e  
between God and Crea tu re s ,  o r  between m a t t e r  and 
s p i r i t !  Absolute  Being i n c l u d e s  eve ry th ing  i n  
t h e  un ive r se ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  eve ry th ing  is  d iv ine !  
Th i s  imp l i e s  t h a t  God's n a t u r e  o r  essence  i s  a l s o  
c r ea t ed .  The opening v e r s e s  of s c r i p t u r e  (Gen. 
1 : l )  t e l l s  us :  "1n t h e  beginning God c r e a t e d  t h e  
heaven and e a r t h , "  and John opens h i s  gospe l  w i t h  
t h e  words: "In  t h e  beginning was t h e  Word, and 
t h e  Word was w i th  God, and t h e  Word w a s  God.q' 
A p roper  r e f u t a t i o n  of a l l  Mahar i sh i  t e ach ings  
i s  contained i n  1 Cor. 15. Mahar i sh i  h a s  no t  
so lved  mankind's g r e a t e s t  problem - t h e  f e a r  of 
dea th .  God I S  d i s t i n c t  from H i s  c r e a t u r e s  ( 1  Cor. 
15:38):  "God g i v e t h  i t  a  body a s  it h a t h  p l ea sed  
H i m ,  and t o  every seed h i s  own body," Happiness 
i s  n o t  mindlessness ;  i t  invo lves  t h e  mind by which 
one knows God and w i l l i n g l y  obeys H i m ,  And igno- 
r ance  of o u r s e l v e s  is  n o t  t h e  human problem; i t  
i s  ignorance of t h e  True (Tr iune)  and l i v i n g  God 
which i s  t h e  human problem. And TM i n  no way 
o f f e r s  f o rg ivenes s  of s i n s  and s a l v a t i o n .  I 
recommend you read  1 Cor. 15,  keeping i n  mind 
t h e  t e ach ings  of TM, and read  e s p e c i a l l y  v e r s e  33: 
"Be no t  deceived:  e v i l  communications c o r r u p t  good 
manners. Awake t o  r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  and s i n  n o t :  f o r  
some have n o t  t h e  knowledge of God: I speak t h i s  
t o  your shame, " 

2 .  Divine Ligh t  Mission: Th i s  a l s o  i s  one 
of t h e  many Hindu s e c t s  of I n d i a ;  however, t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  s e c t  has  n o t  been t o o  popula r  nor  h a s  i t  
a  l a r g e  fo l lowing  i n  I n d i a .  It i s  a v a r i a t i o n  
of t h e  school  of yoga, c a l l e d :  Siddha Yoga. A l l  
t h a t  i s  needed t o  know i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s e c t  
i s  t h a t  t h e  "guru" i s  a l l  important!  (Guru means: 
vene rab l e  one, t e a c h e r ) .  The guru i s  t h e  means 
t o  "enl ightenmentr t  and i f  one i s  completely  devoted 



t h i n g s .  However, Maharishi  a l s o  s t a t e s  we exper- 
i e n c e  on ly  t h r e e  s t a t e s  of consciousness:  waking, 
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w i t h  one ' s  s ense s :  One exper iences  t h e  essence  
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TM technique  of med i t a t i on .  A l l  a r e a s  of s o c i e t y  
a r e  reached s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  through t e l e v i s i o n ,  
newspapers, and magazines,  I n  some documented 
i n s t a n c e s  TM has  government endorsement and h a s  
been i nco rpo ra t ed  i n t o  c lassrooms.  The i n t r o -  
duc tory  l e c t u r e s  o f f e r e d  a r e  f r e e ,  bu t  t h e  cou r se s  
c o s t  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  amount. There i s  even a  uni-  
v e r s i t y  i n  F a i r f i e l d ,  Iowa; and t h e  movement 
(Maharishi)  owns o t h e r  p r o p e r t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
o l d  r e s o r t  f a c i l i t i e s ,  Many low-paid v o l u n t e e r s  
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I n  Maha r i sh i ' s  Hindu view, eve ry th ing  con- 
s is ts  of t h e  same n a t u r e .  This  means t h a t  when 

a l l  i s  s a i d  and done, t h e r e  i s  no d i f f e r e n c e  
between God and Crea tu re s ,  o r  between m a t t e r  and 
s p i r i t !  Absolute  Being i n c l u d e s  eve ry th ing  i n  
t h e  un ive r se ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  eve ry th ing  is  d iv ine !  
Th i s  imp l i e s  t h a t  God's n a t u r e  o r  essence  i s  a l s o  
c r ea t ed .  The opening v e r s e s  of s c r i p t u r e  (Gen. 
1 : l )  t e l l s  us :  "1n t h e  beginning God c r e a t e d  t h e  
heaven and e a r t h , "  and John opens h i s  gospe l  w i t h  
t h e  words: "In  t h e  beginning was t h e  Word, and 
t h e  Word was w i th  God, and t h e  Word w a s  God.q' 
A p roper  r e f u t a t i o n  of a l l  Mahar i sh i  t e ach ings  
i s  contained i n  1 Cor. 15. Mahar i sh i  h a s  no t  
so lved  mankind's g r e a t e s t  problem - t h e  f e a r  of 
dea th .  God I S  d i s t i n c t  from H i s  c r e a t u r e s  ( 1  Cor. 
15:38):  "God g i v e t h  i t  a  body a s  it h a t h  p l ea sed  
H i m ,  and t o  every seed h i s  own body," Happiness 
i s  n o t  mindlessness ;  i t  invo lves  t h e  mind by which 
one knows God and w i l l i n g l y  obeys H i m ,  And igno- 
r ance  of o u r s e l v e s  is  n o t  t h e  human problem; i t  
i s  ignorance of t h e  True (Tr iune)  and l i v i n g  God 
which i s  t h e  human problem. And TM i n  no way 
o f f e r s  f o rg ivenes s  of s i n s  and s a l v a t i o n .  I 
recommend you read  1 Cor. 15,  keeping i n  mind 
t h e  t e ach ings  of TM, and read  e s p e c i a l l y  v e r s e  33: 
"Be no t  deceived:  e v i l  communications c o r r u p t  good 
manners. Awake t o  r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  and s i n  n o t :  f o r  
some have n o t  t h e  knowledge of God: I speak t h i s  
t o  your shame, " 

2 .  Divine Ligh t  Mission: Th i s  a l s o  i s  one 
of t h e  many Hindu s e c t s  of I n d i a ;  however, t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  s e c t  has  n o t  been t o o  popula r  nor  h a s  i t  
a  l a r g e  fo l lowing  i n  I n d i a .  It i s  a v a r i a t i o n  
of t h e  school  of yoga, c a l l e d :  Siddha Yoga. A l l  
t h a t  i s  needed t o  know i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s e c t  
i s  t h a t  t h e  "guru" i s  a l l  important!  (Guru means: 
vene rab l e  one, t e a c h e r ) .  The guru i s  t h e  means 
t o  "enl ightenmentr t  and i f  one i s  completely  devoted 



t o  h i s  guru - abandoned -- t h e  guru w i l l  l e a d  t o  
a l l  necessary  ansvcrs t o  a l l  problems! Paran Sant  
Satgurudev S h r i  Hans J i  Maharah was such a guru.  
He was weal thy,  h igh ly  r e spec t ed ,  and se rved  a 
group of fo l l ower s  f o r  f o r t y  y e a r s .  And he  formed 
t h e  Div ine  Ligh t  Mission. He a l s c  was t h e  f a t h e r  
of Maharaj J i ,  born i n  1957, who i s  t h e  p r e s e n t  
guru of t h e  s e c t .  Maharaj J i  has  been " teach ing  
c e l e s t i a l  wisdom s i n c e  t h e  age  of two! The s e c t  
was brought t o  t h e  U.S. i n  1971, headquar te red  i n  
Denver. By l a t e  1972 DLM c e n t e r s  (Ashbrams) were 
sp r ing ing  up a l l  over  t h e  United S t a t e s .  I n  May, 
1974, Maharaj J i  (age 17)  marr ied a devotee  e i g h t  
y e a r s  o l d e r  t han  he.  H i s  mar r iage  and l i f e  s t y l e  
(expensive c a r s ,  dancing,  d r i n k i n g ,  and t h e  e a t i n g  
of meat) has  caused d i v i s i o n  between J i  and h i s  
fami ly  back home i n  I n d i a .  B r i e f l y ,  t h e  s e c t  
t e aches  t h a t :  God i s  sometimes pe r sona l  and some- 
t imes impersonal ,  and t h a t  H e  has  appeared i n  t h e  
world throughout  h i s t o r y  by many i n c a r n a t i o n s ,  
khc 2 a t ~ ~ + -  3f whom, of cou r se ,  is  J i .  Mahara j i  J i  
ha s  r ep l aced  J e s u s  C h r i s t  a s  t h e  "Word made Flesh" 
( Jn ,  I ) .  J i  i s  a god w i th  a human body, possess -  
i n g  a l l  of d i v i n e  l i g h t  and knowledge. H e  i s  t h e  
ftilLless of d i v i n e  love!  The goa l  of human l i f e  i s  
u n i t y ,  which is  accomplished by by-passing t h e  
mind and merging w i t h  t h e  d i v i n e  w i t h i n  us .  F a i l u r e  
t o  accomplish t h i s  i s  due t o  ignorance.  And, of 
course ,  t h e  g o a l  i s  ob ta ined  by t h e  h e l p  of  J i  and 
t h e  DLM system of med i t a t i on .  The devotees  of 
t h e  s e c t  a r e  c a l l e d  premies ,  and they  e n t h u s i a s t i -  
c a l l y  r e c r u i t  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  t o  hea r  "satsangs"  
(holy d i s c o u r s e ) .  Mahatmas s e r v e  a s  t e a c h e r s  and 
i n i t i a t o r s  and a r e  q u i t e  adep t  a t  out-of-context  
quotes  of t h e  B ib l e  and t h e  books of o t h e r  r e l i -  
g ions .  The c u l t  i s  propagated by t h e  pe r sona l  
evangel ism of t h e  premies ,  by f i l m s ,  'a newspaper, 
and a magazine. New conve r t s  must undergo a 

thorough i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ,  which amounts t o  no th ing  
o t h e r  t han  brain-washing. The premies l i v e  t o g e t h e r  
communally and must g i v e  extreme d e v ~ t i o n  t o  J i .  

A deeper  s t udy  of DLM makes one r e a l i z e  t h a t  
what t h e  premies t e a c h  and b e l i e v e  i s  t h a t  t h e  Word 
is  pure  and p e r f e c t  energy. It i s  God, i t  i s  cos- 
mic v i b r a t i o n ,  t h e  v i b r a t i o n  which i s  i n s i d e  a l l  of 
u s  (demonstrated by t h e  sound of our  own b r e a t h ) .  
S ince  God i s  t h e  f o r c e  behind a l l  t h i n g s ,  He is  t h e  
Divine Ligh t  i n  a l l  beg inn ings ,  A s  such ,  H e  has  
come bod i ly  i n  human form many t i m e s .  b o n g  t h e  
i n c a r n a t i o n s  of God a r e :  Vishnu, Ram, Krishna,  
J e sus  C h r i s t ,  and Buddha. Each one of t h e s e  i s  
one of a succes s ion  of Sa tgurus  ( P e r f e c t  Mas te rs )  
f o r  each age;  one on ly  p e r  age! I n  r e f u t a t i o n  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  can on ly  s ay  t h a t  a n  impersonal  god can- 
n o t  be  i n c a r n a t e ,  and mindlessness  cannot "decide" 
t o  do anything:  For 2000 y e a r s  t h e  Church of J e s u s  
C h r i s t  ha s  known t h a t  t h e  Word of Genesis  and John 
i s  C h r i s t  Himself,  t h e  E t e r n a l  God, and has  con- 
s i s t e n t l y  r e j e c t e d  pantheism and o t h e r  h e r e s i e s ,  
Only t h e  Second Person of t h e  T r i n i t y ;  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  
True Son of God became t r u e  man: God i n c a r n a t e .  
And on ly  J e s u s  C h r i s t  i s  t h e  Savior  of s i n f u l  human- 
i t y ;  and on ly  He i s  Lord. The g o a l  of humanity i s  
n o t  t o  con t ac t  t h e  seed of d i v i n i t y  w i t h i n  o u r s e l v e s ,  
bu t  t o  e n t e r  t h e  Kingdom of God where C h r i s t  i s  Lord 
and King, no t  Maharaj i  Ji! H e  "hath d e l i v e r e d  u s  
from t h e  power of darkness ,  and h a t h  t r a n s l a t e d  u s  
i n t o  t h e  Kingdom of H i s  d ea r  Son: I n  whom w e  have 
redemption through H i s  b lood ,  even t h e  fo rg ivenes s  
of s i n s :  Who i s  t h e  image of t h e  i n v i s i b l e  God, 
t h e  f i r s t b o r n  of every  c r e a t u r e . "  I recommend a 
r ead ing  of Coloss ians  1 keeping t h e  g o a l s  of  t h e  
DLM i n  mind. 
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3. Hare Krishna: Also a s e c t  imported from 
I n d i a .  It o r i g i n a t e d  t h e r e  under t h e  guidance of 
a man named Chat tanya,  bu t  was imported t o  t h e  
United S t a t e s  i n  1965 by t h e  Swami Prabhupada. It 
caught  on i n  Greenwich V i l l a g e  by p u b l i c  chan t ings .  
The Swami pub l i shes  a magazine: "Back t o  Godhead." 
and a f t e r  t h e  s t a r t  i n  Greenwich V i l l a g e  t h e  move- 
ment gained l i f e  and i t s  i n f l u e n c e  spread t o  t h e  
Haight-Ashbury of San Franc isco .  An I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Soc i e ty  f o r  Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) h a s  
been e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Europe. The many w r i t i n g s  of 
Prabhupada a r e  e a g e r l y  devoured by h i s  f o l l o w e r s ,  
and a r e  r e a l l y  t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  movement. B r i e f l y ,  
t h e  Hare Krishna t e aches  t h a t  Krishna is  a p e r s o n a l  
god who i s  eve ry th ing ,  s o  he  can be  p r e sen t  i n  any- 
t h ing .  The r e a l  person of a human be ing  i s  h i s  
pure  s o u l ,  w i t h  t h e  body be ing  a c u l p r i t .  Devotees 
a r e  b e l i e v e r s  i n  r e i n c a r n a t i o n ,  The main purpose 
of l i f e  i s  Krishna consciousness:  which i s  t o  
unders tand Krishna and r e b u i l d  t h e  f o r g o t t e n  r e l a -  
t i o n s h i p  w i th  him; t h e r e f o r e ,  mankind's b i g  prob- 
lem i s  ignorance  of Krishna. Krishna consc iousness  
i s  a t t a i n e d  by chan t ing  t h e  Hare Krishna mantra 
w i t h  t h e  mind be ing  by-passed. E igh t  t h i n g s  happen 
when t h e  worshipper r eaches  t h e  c leansed  s t a t e  
through chant ing  t h e  mantra.  Sixty-four  r u l e s  of 
devo t iona l  s e r v i c e  can t hen  be engaged i n ,  a f t e r  
t h e  a t t a inmen t  of t h e  c leansed  s t a t e .  Devotees 
l i v e  i n  temples under a s t r i c t  Hindi  c u l t u r a l  code 
w i t h  n i n e  i t ems  of r i t u a l  fol lowed.  (There a r e  
about  30 temples i n  t h e  U. S. and 35 i n  o t h e r  
c o u n t r i e s  - 1976) ,  Sexual  r e l a t i o n s  between mar- 
r i e d  couples  is  l i m i t e d  t o  once a month, and t h e  
c h i l d r e n  a r e  seldom r a i s e d  by t h e i r  own p a r e n t s .  
Prabhupada i s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  eve ry th ing  and i n  
Kr i shna ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  Devotees a r e  under h i s  
t o t a l  domination. Money i s  r a i s e d  through s t r e e t  
begging and peddl ing ,  e s p e c i a l l y  "Back t o  ~ o d h e a d . "  
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Tapes and books a r e  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e .  P u b l i c  f e s t i -  
v a l s  a r e  c e l e b r a t e d  and temple l e c t u r e s  and worship 
s e r v i c e s  a r e  conducted s o  a s  t o  a t t r a c t  newcomers. 
C h r i s t i a n  r e f u t a t i o n  i s  t h e  same a s  a l r e a d y  i n d i -  
c a t ed  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  s e c t s  imported from t h e  Eas t .  
One t h i n g  t h a t  seems t o  be  common i n  t h e s e  s e c t s  
mentioned s o  f a r  i s  t h e  chan t ing  of t h e  mantra.  
This  i s  a d e v i l i s h l y  con t r i ved  form of s e l f -  
hyponotism, and i s  a very  dangerous r i t u a l  t h a t  
t u r n s  t h e  performers  i n t o  "zombies. " A s  P a s t o r  
Marks has  i n d i c a t e d  i n  h i s  paper  on music ,  so  t oo  
t h e  chant ing  h a s  a very  s i m i l a r  e f f e c t .  

4,  The U n i f i c a t i o n  Church: The so-ca l led  
"Moonies." Th i s  s e c t  was founded by Sun Myung Moon 
i n  1954. This  i n d i v i d u a l  has  a very  unsavory p a s t  
h i s t o r y ,  Born i n  Korea i n  1920, he  was t h e  son of 
C h r i s t i a n  p a r e n t s  ( P r e s b y t e r i a n ) ;  educated i n  
Waseda Col lege i n  Japan where he s t u d i e d  e l e c t r i c a l  
eng ineer ing .  H e  c la ims  t h a t  i n  1936 he  had a v i s i o n  
of J e s u s  C h r i s t  wh i l e  sn  a l o n e l y  Korean mountain- 
s i d e ,  I n  the  v i s i o n  C h r i s t  t o l d  Moon t o  " ca r ry  ou t  
My un f in i shed  task!" This  is  impor t an t ,  f o r  a l l  of 
Moon's "theology" i s  based on t h e  s u p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  
J e sus  f a i l e d  i n  H i s  miss ion:  Moon mar r i ed ,  f a t h e r e d  
a son,  and developed a s u c c e s s f u l  b u s i n e s s ,  L iv ing  
i n  North Korea a f t e r  World War I T ,  he a s s o c i a t e d  
w i t h  P e n t e c o s t a l  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  t h e  underground 
church a t  Pyongyang, These P e n t e c o s t a l s  developed 
a prophecy of a Korean Messiah, and Moon made t h a t  
a p a r t  of h i s  developing concept .  H e  i s  a dynamic 
speaker ,  and soon had a fo l lowing .  He s t a r t e d  work- 
i n g  on a t h e o l o g i c a l  system c a l l e d  t h e  " ~ i v i n e  P r in -  
c i p l e . "  H e  was excommunicated from t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
Church i n  1948, About t h i s  t ime he was a r r e s t e d  
and i n  p r i s o n  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  H e  c la ims  i t  was 
because he  i s  anti-communist; t h e  communist au thor -  
i t i e s  c la im i t  was f o r  a d u l t e r y  and immoral i ty .  
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Never the l e s s ,  i n  June 1950, dur ing  a n  a i r - r a i d  by 
t h e  U.  S. f o r c e s ,  he  w a s  a b l e  t o  escape and s e t t l e  
i n  South Korea. H i s  f i r s t  w i f e  l e f t  him; prob- 
a b l y  because t h e r e  i s  documented proof t h a t  h e  was 
g u i l t y  of  a d u l t e r y ,  w i t h  more t han  one female.  SO, 
i n  1960 he marr ied  a  young Korean woman named 
Hak-Ja Han. Th i s  i s  impor tan t  t o  h i s  "Divine P r in -  
c i p l e "  f o r  Moon t eaches  t h a t  he  i s  "Father ,"  Hak 
i s  "Mother" and t o g e t h e r  t hey  a r e  t h e   r rue Pa ren t s . "  
Moon t eaches  t h a t  what i s  needed i s  complete physi-  
c a l  redemption of f a l l e n  mankind, and s o  a  p e r f e c t  
couple  i s  needed t o  r e p l a c e  Adam and Eve. Guess who 
i s  t h e  p e r f e c t  couple?  Thus i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a l s o  t h e  
p e r f e c t  fami ly ,  i n t o  which one g e t s  by adopt ion :  
"The adopt ion  of sons" of s c r i p t u r e .  Moon h a s  a l s o  
r e w r i t t e n  human h i s t o r y .  According t o  Moon, h i s t o r y  
i s  d iv ided  i n t o  s e p a r a t e  s t a g e s ,  w i t h  a d i f f e r e n t  
d i v i n e l y  ordered  p l a n  f o r  each s t a g e .  (Dispensa- 
t i ona l i sm)  He t eaches  t h e r e  a r e  l i t e r a l l y  6000 
y e a r s  of human h i s t o r y  (he re  he  i s  c l o s e  t o  conser-  
v a t i v e  C h r i s t i a n s ) .  There a r e  t h r e e  s t a g e s  of prog- 
ress of mankind. F i r s t :  t h e  P r o v i d e n t i a l  Age f o r  
t h e  Foundation of R e s t o r a t i o n ,  running from Adam 
through Noah t o  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  of  Abraham f o r  Egypt 
(1000 y e a r s ) .  Along t h e  way, Noah was des igna ted  
by God t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  human r a c e ,  bu t  i t  d i d n ' t  
work, because Noah's fami ly  f a i l e d  him. The nex t  
cho i ce  was Abraham, bu t  he  blew i t ,  too! However, 
Abraham and h i s  progeny, I s a a c  and Jacob e s t ab -  
l i s h e d  enough f o r  a  new age  t o  s t a r t :  The Provi -  
d e n t i a l  Age of R e s t o r a t i o n ,  which l a s t e d  1930 
yea r s .  Th i s  brought  mankind up t o  J e s u s .  But 
accord ing  t o  Moon, J e s u s '  miss ion  f a i l e d ,  because 
of John t h e  Bap t i s t !  John was supposed t o  c l e a r  
a l l  o b s t a c l e s  l e f t  by t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  o t h e r s  
who preceded H i m .  John knew J e s u s  had come as 
t h e  Messiah, b u t  John l o s t  f a i t h !  ~ n d  gave up. 
So Jesus  had t o  do John ' s  job  b e f o r e  He could do 

H i s  own! And C h r i s t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  was s t i l l  doing 
t h e  work of John when t h e  Roman a u t h o r i t i e s  c r u c i -  
f i e d  H i m .  Th i s  means p h y s i c a l  redemption i s  impos- 
s i b l e  through J e s u s ,  so  f i n a l l y  Moon i s  t h e  chosen 
one t o  complete t h e  job  of redemption. Th i s  pre-  
supposes many t h i n g s ,  which a r e  t augh t  i n  ~ o o n ' s  
"P r inc ip l e s . "  J e s u s  C h r i s t  i s  n o t  f u l l y  God; God 
is  s i n g l e ,  n o t  Tr iune ;  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  i s  a  female  
s p i r i t ;  J e s u s  C h r i s t  f a i l e d  i n  H i s  Mission,  and 
Moon i s  t h e  t r u e  s a v i o r  of mankind around whom t h e  
world i s  t o  u n i t e .  There a r e  about  7000 hard-core  
"moonies" i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  They l i v e  on a  
b a r e  s u b s i s t e n c e ,  wh i l e  Moon himself  l i v e s  h igh .  
Moon does a l l  t h e  t h ink ing  f o r  h i s  f o l l ower s ;  they  
a r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  brain-washed. New conve r t s  t o  t h e  
s e c t  a r e  gained through a g g r e s s i v e  pe r sona l  evan- 
ge l i sm,  and massive r a l l i e s ,  The r e d  c a r p e t  t r e a t -  
ment i s  g iven  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  of a l l  n a t i o n s  where 
p o s s i b l e ,  and p a t r i o t i s m  is  emphasized, e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  wes te rn  n a t i o n s .  The bottom Pine h e r e  i s  t h a t  
no th ing  i s  t o o  good f o r  Moon, f o r  he  i s  t h e  Messiah 
of t h e  t h i r d  s t a g e  of p rogress !  I wonder how Moon 
handles  John 3:16: "For God s o  loved t h e  world 
t h a t  H e  gave H i s  only-begot ten son ,  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  
t h a t  Whosoever should b e l i e v e  on H i m  should n o t  
p e r i s h  bu t  have e v e r l a s t i n g  l i f e " ?  

5. The Chi ldren  of God: Founded by a  former 
ordained C h r i s t i a n  and Missionary A l l i a n c e  m i n i s t e r ,  
David Berg, h e r e  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  1968. It was dur ing  
t h e  pe r iod  of u n r e s t  caused by t h e  Vietnamese War, 
and Berg took advantage of t h e  t i m e s  t o  expound h i s  
"theology" and e x p l o i t  t h e  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
"es tab l i shment .  " Berg, i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  i s  now known 
only  a s  Moses David. He preaches  t h e  message of 
doom a g a i n s t  a l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  a u t h o r i t y ,  and p a r t i c u -  
l a r l y  t h e  United S t a t e s  of America's  government and 
people .  He a l s o  ha s  a  v i t r i o l i c  h a t r e d  of t h e  
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e s t a b l i s h e d  C h r i s t i a n  Church and t h e  Home. H e  
h a s  fo l l ower s  i n  70 d i f f e r e n t  n a t i o n s  (1976). 
Fol lowers  l i v e  i n  communes, known a s  c o l o n i e s .  
Each colony i s  made up of 12 members, and t h e r e  
a r e  7 l e v e l s  of l e a d e r s h i p  (even though t h e  move- 
ment i s  "an t i -es tab l i shment" )  . Immorali ty and 
even polygamy is  p r a c t i c e d  by some members. Money 
used t o  suppor t  t h e  movement i s  ob ta ined  most ly  by 
peddl ing  of l i t e r a t u r e  ( a l l  w r i t t e n  by Berg) ;  and 
a l l  t e ach ings  and "doc t r ines"  a r e  dispensed through 
"Mo l e t t e r s "  ( a l s o  e x c l u s i v e l y  t h e  w r i t i n g s  of Berg) ,  
and even though t h e  c u l t  u se s  t h e  Holy B ib l e ,  i t  
i s  i n t e r p r e t e d  through t h e  "MO l e t t e r s , "  which hold 
a  p o s i t i o n  of a u t h o r i t y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  of Mary 
Baker Eddy's w r i t i n g s  wi th  C h r i s t i a n  S c i e n t i s t s .  

There is  no sys t ema t i c  theology.  A l l  l i f e  r e -  

vo lves  around t h e  colony,  which demands a  complete 
b reak  w i t h  t h e  p a s t .  Re l a t i onsh ip s  w i t h i n  t h e  
colony a r e  temporary,  and i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  " t r ans -  
fe r red ' '  around f r e q u e n t l y ,  s o  a s  no t  t o  permit  en- 
dur ing  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  A l l  conve r t s  a r e  gained 
through h igh-pressure  w i tne s s ing ,  w i th  t h e  concen- 
t r a t i o n  being on young people ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  h igh  
school  and c o l l e g e  age s t u d e n t s  who a r e  d i s s a t i s -  
f i e d  w i t h  cond i t i ons  of e s t a b l i s h e d  a u t h o r i t y .  
A l l  conve r t s  a r e  i n d o c t r i n a t e d  by obvious b r a in -  
washing. According t o  COG on ly  t h i s  c u l t  h a s  t h e  
t r u e  and pure  d o c t r i n e  of t h e  B ib l e .  S a l v a t i o n  
i s  by f a i t h  i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t  AND by f o r s a k i n g  a l l  
t o  fo l l ow  COG. A l l  humanity w i l l  be saved even- 
t u a l l y ,  a s  w i l l  s a t a n ,  who w i l l  be  r e s t o r e d  and 
" r e i n s t a t e d . "  The h i s t o r i c a l  C h r i s t i a n  Church 
( p a s t  and p r e s e n t )  i s  f a l s e  and s a t a n i c ,  and on ly  
t h e  COG i s  t h e  t r u e  exp re s s ion  of t h e  V i s i b l e  
C h r i s t i a n  Church. Berg b l a s t s  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  par-  
e n t s ;  e . g . ,  t h e  fo l lowing  quote :  "Your p a r e n t s  
a r e  t h e  most God defy ing ,  commandment b r eak ing ,  

i n sane ly  j e a l o u s  r e b e l s  of a l l  t ime  who a r e  on t h e  
b r i n k  of de s t roy ing  and p o l l u t i n g  a l l  of u s  ... t o  
He l l  w i th  your d e v i l i s h  system. May God damn your 
unbe l iev ing  h e a r t s . "  I wonder how he  r e c o n c i l e s  
t h i s  w i th  t h e  Four th  Commandment? H e  i s  e q u a l l y  
v i o l e n t  i n  denunc i a t i ons  of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  Church 
and of c i v i l  government. I n  r e f u t a t i o n  t h e  Chris- 
t i a n  must r e f e r  t o  Romans 13:l-4:  " ~ e t  every s o u l  
be s u b j e c t  un to  t h e  h ighe r  powers. For t h e r e  i s  
no power bu t  of God: t h e  powers t h a t  be  a r e  or-  
dained of God. Whosoever t h e r e f o r e  r e s i s t e t h  t h e  
power, r e s i s t e t h  t h e  ord inance  of God: and they  
t h a t  resist s h a l l  r e c e i v e  t o  themselves  damnation, 
For r u l e r s  a r e  no t  a  t e r r o r  t o  good works, bu t  t o  
t h e  e v i l .  W i l t  thou t hen  n o t  be a f r a i d  of t h e  
power? Do t h a t  which i s  good, and thou s h a l t  have 
p r a i s e  of t h e  same; f o r  he  i s  t h e  m i n i s t e r  of God 
t o  t h e e  f o r  good, But i f  thou do t h a t  which is  
e v i l ,  h e  a f r a i d ,  f o r  be b e a r e t h  n o t  t h e  sword i n  
va in :  f o r  he  i s  t h e  m i n i s t e r  of God, a  revenger  t o  
execute  wra th  upon him t h a t  d s e t h  e v i l , "  As re- 
gards  Be rg9s  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  Church we must remem- 
b e r  f i r s t :  "Chr i s t  a l s o  loved t h e  Church and gave 
Himself f o r  i t  t h a t  He might s a n c t i f y  and c l e a n s e  
i t  w i t h  t h e  washing of wate r  by t h e  word t h a t  He 
might p r e s e n t  i t  t o  Himself a  g l o r i o u s  church,  n o t  
having s p o t  o r  wr ink l e  o r  any such t h i n g ,  b u t  t h a t  
i t  be ho ly  and wi thout  blemish" (Eph. 5:25-27) and 
" Y e  a r e  no more s t r a n g e r s  and f o r e i g n e r s ,  bu t  
f e l l o w - c i t i z e n s  w i t h  t h e  s a i n t s  and t h e  household 
of God; and a r e  b u i l t  upon t h e  founda t ion  of t h e  
APOSITLES AND PROPHETS, J e s u s  C h r i s t  Himself be ing  
t h e  ch i e f  Corners tone;  i n  whom a l l  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  
f i t l y  framed t o g e t h e r ,  groweth un to  a n  ho ly  temple 
i n  t h e  Lord; i n  whom ye  a l s o  are bu i lded  t o g e t h e r  
f o r  an  h a b i t a t i o n  of God through t h e  S p i r i t "  
(Eph. 2: 19-22). 
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Time does no t  a l low f o r  g r e a t  d i s cus s ion  on 
two o t h e r  c u l t s  t h a t  a r e  d i s t u r b i n g  i n  t h a t  they  
a r e  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  young, and those  
who f e e l  a  void i n  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  l i v e s  and a r e  
search ing .  And s o  I w i l l  touch very  b r i e f l y  on 
t h e s e  two, and t h e i r  b e l i e f s .  F i r s t  is  The Way, 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  Founded by Vic to r  Paul  W i e r v i l l e ,  
a  m i n i s t e r  of t he  Evangel ica l  and Reformed Church 
(now t h e  United Church of C h r i s t ) .  He i s  a  gradu- 
a t e  of Mission House College and Seminary and 
P r ince ton  Theologica l  Seminary from which he re -  
ceived h i s   aster's Degree i n  P r a c t i c a l  Theology, 
The movement r e a l l y  grew ou t  of t h e  J e sus  Movement, 
i n  t h a t  i t  picked up many fo l lower s  from t h e  Jesus  
People ranks.  I t  was founded o f f i c i a l l y  i n  New 
Knoxvil le ,  Ohio, i n  1968. It igno re s  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  
of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Church and uses  a  nove l  system of 
b i b l i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  purpose of be- 
hav io r  mod i f i ca t i on ,  w i th  emphasis be ing  stressed 
on t h e  "Power f o r  Abundant Living."  It t eaches  
Jesus  C h r i s t  i s  n o t  God, The T r i n i t y  i s  denied.  
The Holy S p i r i t  is  God, bu t  no t  a d i s t i n c t  person 
of t h e  Godhead, Sa lva t ion  i s  a  Lega l  t r a n s a c t i o n  
secured by t h e  dea th  and r e s u r r e c t i o n  of God, and 
s a l v a t i o n  i s  experienced by ga in ing  t h e  r i g h t  
knowledge, and t h i s  comes only  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  B i b l e  
courses  ob ta ined  only  from The Way. Behavior i s  
modified by t h e  "renewing of t h e  mind," which a l s o  
i s  noth ing  o t h e r  than  brainwashing. The o t h e r  
movement b r i e f l y  touched on i s  t h e  Local  Church* 
This  c u l t  stems from t h e  L i t t l e  Flock movement i n  
China a s  f a r  back a s  1940, w i th  Watchman Nee being 
t h e  dynamic t eache r  of t h e  movement, and Witness 
Lee a  g i f t e d  o rgan ize r .  I n  1948 Lee f l e d  t o  Formosa 
and e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  movement, which u l t i m a t e l y  came 
t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  i n  1958 and formal ly  es tab-  
l i s h e d  i n  1962. The Local Church t eaches  t h a t  i t  
i s  t h e  on ly  Church, and t h a t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  Church 

i s  Babylon of s c r i p t u r e s .  It t eaches  t h a t  God's 
purpose i s  f o r  God's uncreated l i f e  and human 
l i f e  be jo ined  toge the r  i n  an  i n t r i n s i c  union 
through an a l t e r a t i o n  p roces s  which i t  c a l l e d  
"mingling." The human and d i v i n e  n a t u r e s  of 
C h r i s t  were mingled t o g e t h e r ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  we each 
a r e  t o  become a  God-man too. This  mingl ing t a k e s  
p l a c e  by by-passing your mind and t u r n i n g  t o  your 
s p i r i t .  The Lord Je sus  i s  Fa the r ,  Son, and Holy 
S p i r i t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e r e  i s  only  one person  i n  t h e  
Godhead. H i s t o r i c  Christendom is  Babylon; t he re -  
f o r e ,  t h e  church of Witness Lee c a l l e d  t h e  Local 
Church i s  t h e  t r u e  church, and a l l  o t h e r  churches 
w i t h i n  a  l o c a l i t y  a r e  f a l s e ,  and f o r  f i f t e e n  cen- 
t u r e s  t h e  t r u t h  of God has  been t o t a l l y  obscured 
by t h e  h i s t o r i c  C h r i s t i a n  Church. Lee even h i n t s  
t h a t  be fo re  t h e  end of t h e  f i r s t  c en tu ry ,  A.D. ,  
t h e  r e a l  t r u t h  of God f o r  t h e  Church was being 
submerged! According t o  Lee, t h e r e  can be on ly  
One t r u e  church i n  a  community, and t h a t  must be  
t h e  Local Church, thus ,  t h e  name. Lee s ays  t h i s  
c a l l s  f o r  t h e  "recoveryt '  of t h e  t r u e  church, which 
began wi th  Luther  and t h e  Reformation; bu t  even 
then  t h e  t r u e  church w a s  n o t  recovered.  It was 
t h e  beginning s t a g e  of f i v e  s t a g e s  of recovery:  
1 )  Fundamentalism, 2)  Pen tacos t a l i sm ,  3) Evangel- 
i s m ,  4 )  The Deeper L i f e ,  and 5) t h e  Church (Lee 's ,  
of course) .  

I n  s tudying  t h e  t each ings  and o p e r a t i o n s  of 
t h e  c u l t s ,  I found them t o  have c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  i n  
common, such a s :  1 )  Each was founded by a  human 
being,  and wi th in  r e c e n t  t imes;  2) Each c la ims  i t  
i s  t h e  t r u e  church,  s t r e t c h i n g  and t w i s t i n g  t h e  
t r u t h s  of s c r i p t u r e  t o  prove i t ;  3) Each i s  very  
vigorous i n  t h e  evange l i z ing  of people ;  4 )  Each 
i s  aimed most ly  a t  t he  youth,  and endeavors t o  
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alienate the youth from established Christian 
Churches, and even from family and other authority; 
5) Each demands total or nearly total submission; 
6) Each puts other writings of men on an equal 
basis with scripture, or eliminates scripture 
entirely; 7) Most try to remove followers from the 
mainstream of society by communal living or other 
forms of isolation; and 8) In each instance the 
founder stands for monetary gain. 

The question now is: how can we Christians 
cope with these and other cults (such as Church 
of Scientology, which is fast becoming popular 
also)? The answer lies in family altars, regular 
church attendance, Bible study groups such as 
classes, Sunday School, cottage meetings, etc., 
using only source materials approved by the cong- 
regations of Synods in which we are in fellowship, 
and our own congregations of CAL. All of our 
people should be made alert to the dangers of the 
cults and concentrate on the doctrines of our 
beloved Lutheran Churches as set down in ~od's 
Holy Word and explained in the Formula of Concord, 
the Confessions of the Lutheran Church. "Commit 
thy way unto the Lord; Trust also in Him, and He 
shall bring it to pass" (Ps. 37:5).  h here is 
therefore now no condemnation to them which are 
in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit" (Rom. 8:1), and "other 
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ." 
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SHOULD CHILDREN GO TO THE COMMUNION R A I L  
FOR A BLESSING? 

D r .  D a v i d  P .  Scaer 

Worship customs i n  connect ion wi th  t h e  ce l e -  
b r a t i o n  of Holy Communion a r e  n o t  i d e n t i c a l  i n  
every Lutheran congrega t ion ,  and t h e r e  should be  
no a t tempt  t o  ach ieve  a b s o l u t e  l i t u r g i c a l  uniform- 
i t y .  Churches w i t h  t h e  same con fe s s ion ,  however, 
w i l l  tend towards a  c e r t a i n  sameness. C e r t a i n  cus- 
toms have grown up i n  connect ion w i t h  c e r t a i n  be- 
l i e f s .  Lutherans,  f o r  example, knee l  a t  t h e  a l t a r  
r a i l  i n s t e a d  of s t and ing  a s  a  confess ion  of t h e i r  
f a i t h  t h a t  C h r i s t ' s  body and blood a r e  r e a l l y  pres-  
e n t  i n  t h e  Sacrament of t h e  A l t a r .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  
i s  no p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  s t and ing ,  and i n  c e r t a i n  
s i t u a t i o n s  s t and ing  i s  p r e f e r a b l e .  Those who a r e  
ill o r  inform r e c e i v e  t h e  Sacrament s t and ing ,  sit-  
t i n g ,  o r  l y i n g  down f l a t  on t h e i r  backs.  Y e t  kneel- 
i n g  became a  con fe s s iona l  s i g n  a g a i n s t  t h e  Reformed 
who p roh ib i t ed  knee l ing  and i n s i s t e d  on s t and ing  o r  
s i t t i n g  i n  o rde r  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  d e n i a l  of t h e  
presence  of C h r i s t ' s  body and blood. Thus, f o r  
Lutherans,  knee l ing  a t  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  of t h e  Sacra- 
ment i s  not  a  mere custom wi thout  meaning, bu t  a  
s i n c e r e  confess ion  of b e l i e f  i n  t h e  r e a l  presence.  

I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of c h i l d r e n  coming 
a long  wi th  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  t o  t h e  a l t a r  r a i l  a t  t h e  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  Sacrament has  grown i n  popular-  
i t y .  A gene ra t i on  ago c h i l d r e n  were n o t  seen  a t  t h e  
a l t a r  r a i l .  Prev ious ly  t h e  c h i l d r e n  were l e f t  i n  t h e  
pew w i t h  another  a d u l t ,  o r  t h e  p a r e n t s  took  t u r n s  i n  
going up t o  t h e  a l t a r .  Today i t  is  q u i t e  common f o r  
p a r e n t s  t o  go t o  t h e  a l t a r  w i t h  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n  

t h e i r  arms t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  Sacrament. Qui te  common, 
too,  i s  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  walking along 
w i t h  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  t o  t h e  a l t a r  r a i l ,  b u t  no t  re- 
ce iv ing  t h e  Sacrament, I n  some c a s e s ,  indeed,  uncon- 
firmed c h i l d r e n ,  unaccompanied by a d u l t s ,  go w i t h  
t h e  communicants t o  t h e  a l t a r  r a i l .  I n  some churches 
a l l  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  r e c e i v e  a  b l e s s i n g  from t h e  p a s t o r  
by t h e  impos i t ion  of hands,  There seems t o  have been 
a  gradua l  development from t h e  b r ing ing  of i n f a n t s  
t o  t h e  a l t a r  by t h e  p a r e n t  a s  a  ma t t e r  of convenience 
t o  t h e  f i n a l  p r a c t i c e  of b l e s s i n g  unconfirmed c h i l -  
d ren  of a l l  ages  a t  t h e  a l t a r ,  The encouraging of 
c h i l d r e n  t o  go up t o  t h e  a l t a r  r a i l  a t  t h e  ce lebra-  
t i o n  of t h e  Sacrament may have r e s u l t e d  from t h e  same 
gene ra l  school  of thought t h a t  encouraged r e c e p t i o n  
of t h e  Sacrament by c h i l d r e n  a t  seven o r  e i g h t  y e a r s  
of age ,  be fo re  t h e  t i m e  of conf i rmat ion .  

L i t u r g i c a l  un i formi ty  f o r  i t s  own sake  i s  an  
unacceptable  goa l  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Church* Doc t r ina l  
d i v e r s i t y  has  f r equen t ly  been covered up by l i t u r g i -  
c a l  un i formi ty .  Yet a l t e r i n g  t h e  l i t u r g y  has  always 
been an e f f e c t i v e  method of i n t roduc ing  new d a c t r i n e s  
i n t o  t h e  church. S ince  l i t u r g y  i s  a very  s e n s i t i v e  
i s s u e  i n  t h e  church from both  p r a c t i c a l  and d o c t r i -  
n a l  p o i n t s  of view, t h e  church must t a k e  t i m e  t o  re -  
confirm r o o t s  behind time-honored customs, l i k e  
knee l ing  f o r  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  of t h e  Sacrament, and t o  
s c r u t i n i z e  new, though popular ,  p r a c t i c e s  i n  our  
churches,  l i k e  b r ing ing  c h i l d r e n  t o  t h e  a l t a r  dur ing  
t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  Sacrament. 

Cons idera t ion  of t h e  p l a c e  of c h i l d r e n  a t  t h e  
a l t a r  r a i l  should no t  g e t  muddled up w i t h  a  d i s cus -  
s i o n  of who w i l l  s i t  w i t h  t h e  i n f a n t s  wh i l e  t h e  
p a r e n t s  a t t e n d  Communion. The obvious answer is  
t h a t  each pa ren t  may go s e p a r a t e l y ,  o r  a nearby 
a d u l t  may s e r v e  a s  a  five-minute b a b y s i t t e r .  The 
Holy Communion i s  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  of union w i t h  



SHOULD CHILDREN GO TO THE COMMUNION R A I L  
FOR A BLESSING? 

D r .  D a v i d  P .  Scaer 

Worship customs i n  connect ion wi th  t h e  ce l e -  
b r a t i o n  of Holy Communion a r e  n o t  i d e n t i c a l  i n  
every Lutheran congrega t ion ,  and t h e r e  should be  
no a t tempt  t o  ach ieve  a b s o l u t e  l i t u r g i c a l  uniform- 
i t y .  Churches w i t h  t h e  same con fe s s ion ,  however, 
w i l l  tend towards a  c e r t a i n  sameness. C e r t a i n  cus- 
toms have grown up i n  connect ion w i t h  c e r t a i n  be- 
l i e f s .  Lutherans,  f o r  example, knee l  a t  t h e  a l t a r  
r a i l  i n s t e a d  of s t and ing  a s  a  confess ion  of t h e i r  
f a i t h  t h a t  C h r i s t ' s  body and blood a r e  r e a l l y  pres-  
e n t  i n  t h e  Sacrament of t h e  A l t a r .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  
i s  no p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  s t and ing ,  and i n  c e r t a i n  
s i t u a t i o n s  s t and ing  i s  p r e f e r a b l e .  Those who a r e  
ill o r  inform r e c e i v e  t h e  Sacrament s t and ing ,  sit-  
t i n g ,  o r  l y i n g  down f l a t  on t h e i r  backs.  Y e t  kneel- 
i n g  became a  con fe s s iona l  s i g n  a g a i n s t  t h e  Reformed 
who p roh ib i t ed  knee l ing  and i n s i s t e d  on s t and ing  o r  
s i t t i n g  i n  o rde r  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  d e n i a l  of t h e  
presence  of C h r i s t ' s  body and blood. Thus, f o r  
Lutherans,  knee l ing  a t  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  of t h e  Sacra- 
ment i s  not  a  mere custom wi thout  meaning, bu t  a  
s i n c e r e  confess ion  of b e l i e f  i n  t h e  r e a l  presence.  

I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of c h i l d r e n  coming 
a long  wi th  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  t o  t h e  a l t a r  r a i l  a t  t h e  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  Sacrament has  grown i n  popular-  
i t y .  A gene ra t i on  ago c h i l d r e n  were n o t  seen  a t  t h e  
a l t a r  r a i l .  Prev ious ly  t h e  c h i l d r e n  were l e f t  i n  t h e  
pew w i t h  another  a d u l t ,  o r  t h e  p a r e n t s  took  t u r n s  i n  
going up t o  t h e  a l t a r .  Today i t  is  q u i t e  common f o r  
p a r e n t s  t o  go t o  t h e  a l t a r  w i t h  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n  

t h e i r  arms t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  Sacrament. Qui te  common, 
too,  i s  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  walking along 
w i t h  t h e i r  p a r e n t s  t o  t h e  a l t a r  r a i l ,  b u t  no t  re- 
ce iv ing  t h e  Sacrament, I n  some c a s e s ,  indeed,  uncon- 
firmed c h i l d r e n ,  unaccompanied by a d u l t s ,  go w i t h  
t h e  communicants t o  t h e  a l t a r  r a i l .  I n  some churches 
a l l  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  r e c e i v e  a  b l e s s i n g  from t h e  p a s t o r  
by t h e  impos i t ion  of hands,  There seems t o  have been 
a  gradua l  development from t h e  b r ing ing  of i n f a n t s  
t o  t h e  a l t a r  by t h e  p a r e n t  a s  a  ma t t e r  of convenience 
t o  t h e  f i n a l  p r a c t i c e  of b l e s s i n g  unconfirmed c h i l -  
d ren  of a l l  ages  a t  t h e  a l t a r ,  The encouraging of 
c h i l d r e n  t o  go up t o  t h e  a l t a r  r a i l  a t  t h e  ce lebra-  
t i o n  of t h e  Sacrament may have r e s u l t e d  from t h e  same 
gene ra l  school  of thought t h a t  encouraged r e c e p t i o n  
of t h e  Sacrament by c h i l d r e n  a t  seven o r  e i g h t  y e a r s  
of age ,  be fo re  t h e  t i m e  of conf i rmat ion .  

L i t u r g i c a l  un i formi ty  f o r  i t s  own sake  i s  an  
unacceptable  goa l  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Church* Doc t r ina l  
d i v e r s i t y  has  f r equen t ly  been covered up by l i t u r g i -  
c a l  un i formi ty .  Yet a l t e r i n g  t h e  l i t u r g y  has  always 
been an e f f e c t i v e  method of i n t roduc ing  new d a c t r i n e s  
i n t o  t h e  church. S ince  l i t u r g y  i s  a very  s e n s i t i v e  
i s s u e  i n  t h e  church from both  p r a c t i c a l  and d o c t r i -  
n a l  p o i n t s  of view, t h e  church must t a k e  t i m e  t o  re -  
confirm r o o t s  behind time-honored customs, l i k e  
knee l ing  f o r  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  of t h e  Sacrament, and t o  
s c r u t i n i z e  new, though popular ,  p r a c t i c e s  i n  our  
churches,  l i k e  b r ing ing  c h i l d r e n  t o  t h e  a l t a r  dur ing  
t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  Sacrament. 

Cons idera t ion  of t h e  p l a c e  of c h i l d r e n  a t  t h e  
a l t a r  r a i l  should no t  g e t  muddled up w i t h  a  d i s cus -  
s i o n  of who w i l l  s i t  w i t h  t h e  i n f a n t s  wh i l e  t h e  
p a r e n t s  a t t e n d  Communion. The obvious answer is  
t h a t  each pa ren t  may go s e p a r a t e l y ,  o r  a nearby 
a d u l t  may s e r v e  a s  a  five-minute b a b y s i t t e r .  The 
Holy Communion i s  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  of union w i t h  



Chr i s t  and not  a  m a r i t a l  and f a m i l i a l  s o l i d a r i t y .  
The r e a l  ques t ion  i s  t h i s :  "DO ch i ld ren  r ece ive  
any e x t r a  b e n e f i t  by going wi th  t h e i r  pa ren t s  t o  
t h e  a l t a r  r a i l  a t  t h e  time of t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 
t h e  Sacrament? 

We a r e  now g e t t i n g  i n t o  an a r e a  where p r a c t i -  
c a l  and d o c t r i n a l  ques t ions  demand equal  space and 
a t  t imes can hard ly  be separa ted .  Some w i l l  contend 
t h a t  a  c h i l d  who accompanies t h e  pa ren t  t o  t h e  a l t a r  
w i l l  more l i k e l y  be f a i t h f u l  i n  h i s  r ecep t ion  of t h e  
Sacrament l a t e r  i n  l i f e .  This  is an opinion f o r  
which t h e r e  i s  no s o l i d  evidence; a t  b e s t  i t  is  
only a  pious and perhaps wishfu l  opinion. It could 
be argued t h a t  remaining i n  t h e  pew and observing 
from s e v e r a l  f e e t  o r  yards away i s  an equa l ly ,  o r  
even more e f f e c t i v e ,  l ea rn ing  device  than going t o  
t h e  a l t a r .  I f  t h e  purpose i s  t o  i n c u l c a t e  i n  t h e  
ch i ld ren  a  r o t e ,  unthinking p r a c t i c e ,  then t h e  cus- 
tom r e a l l y  a l r eady  s t ands  condemned. I f  t h e  approach 
of t h e  ch i ld ren  t o  t h e  a l t a r  r a i l  i s  c h i e f l y  an edu- 
c a t i o n a l  device,  then  another  arrangement could 
r e a d i l y  be made. A p lace  f o r  t h e  ch i ld ren  i n  t h e  
f r o n t  of t h e  nave o r  i n  t h e  sanctuary i t s e l f  could 
be  found so  t h a t  they could watch more c l o s e l y ,  
without having them kneel  a t  t h e  a l t a r  wi th  t h e  
communicants. 

Lurking behind t h e  custom of i n v i t i n g  uncon- 
firmed ch i ld ren  t o  t h e  a l t a r  r a i l  t h e r e  seems t o  
be some fuzzy th inking  about t h e  Sacrament. Those 
who observe t h i s  p r a c t i c e  could e a s i l y  come t o  t h e  
conclusion t h a t  proximity t o  t h e  Sacrament a s s u r e s  
a c e r t a i n  advantage, Thus, a  c h i l d  a t  t h e  a l t a r  
r a i l  has a  s p i r i t u a l  advantage t h a t  t h e  c h i l d  i n  
t h e  pew does not  have. This  view would have more 
i n  common wi th  a  Roman Cathol ic  understanding of 
t h e  Sacrament than  a  Lutheran one. A worship se r -  
v i c e  i n  t h e  Roman Church f a s t  f a l l i n g  ou t  of 

popu la r i ty  i s  t h e  Evening Benedict ion,  i n  which 
t h e  congregation i s  b lessed  by t h e  l i f t i n g  up of 
t h e  Sacrament but  does not  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  i t .  Simi- 
l a r  i s  t h e  Corpus C h r i s t i  ho l iday  on which t h e  con- 
sec ra t ed  Sacrament i s  paraded through t h e  s t r e e t s  
f o r  adora t ion  and t h e  r e c e i p t  of a  b l e s s ing .  Luth- 
e rans ,  whose r e spec t  f o r  t h e  Sacrament is  unmatched, 
have objec ted  t o  a t t a c h i n g  any b l e s s i n g  t o  t h e  
Sacrament which is  not  derived from t h e  bodi ly  ea t -  
i ng  and dr inking .  The words spoken i n  connection 
wi th  t h e  Sacrament convey t h e  forg iveness  of s i n s ,  
t o  be sure ,  even where no r ecep t ion  t akes  p lace .  
But t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e s e  words is  n o t  derived from 
t h e  proximity t o  t h e  Sacrament. The words spoken 
during t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  of t h e  Sacrament b e n e f i t  
everyone p resen t ,  ch i ld  o r  a d u l t ,  a t  t h e  a l t a r  r a i l  
o r  i n  t h e  pew. These words a r e  appropr ia ted  by a l l  
who a r e  pen i t en t .  The be l i ev ing  communicant himself 
b e n e f i t s  from t h e s e  words before ,  dur ing ,  and a f t e r  
he  r ece ives  t h e  body and blood of C h r i s t .  It must 
be made c l e a r  t h a t  a  c h i l d  a t  t h e  a l t a r  r a i l  r ece ives  
no s p e c i a l  b l e s s ing  because of h i s  proximity t o  t h e  
Sacrament. Such a  view i s  completely un-Lutheran. 
Behind such th inking  l i e s  t h e  infused  grace  concept 
of Roman Catholicism, by which grace  i s  a  substance 
t o  be o rgan ica l ly  o r  s u b s t a n t i t i v e l y  communicated 
in s t ead  of being, a s  Lutherans hold,  God's forg iv-  
i n g  a t t i t u d e  on account of C h r i s t .  

I n  some churches t h e  c h i l d  r ece ives  a  s p e c i a l  
l ay ing  on of t h e  p a s t o r ' s  hands dur ing  t h e  d i s t r i -  
bu t ion  of t h e  Sacrament. The l ay ing  on of hands 
can be a  very  e f f e c t i v e  image i n  c e r t a i n  cases  and 
occurs  i n  Sc r ip tu re .  The l ay ing  on of hands sym- 
b o l i z e s  t h e  d i r e c t  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of God's word t o  
t h e  ind iv idua l .  I n  many German Lutheran churches 
t h e  custom is proper ly  r e t a ined  i n  abso lu t ion ,  and 
i n  our churches i t  is  used i n  focus ing  c e r t a i n  Bib- 
l i c a l  admonitions on those  who a r e  being inducted 
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f o r  adora t ion  and t h e  r e c e i p t  of a  b l e s s ing .  Luth- 
e rans ,  whose r e spec t  f o r  t h e  Sacrament is  unmatched, 
have objec ted  t o  a t t a c h i n g  any b l e s s i n g  t o  t h e  
Sacrament which is  not  derived from t h e  bodi ly  ea t -  
i ng  and dr inking .  The words spoken i n  connection 
wi th  t h e  Sacrament convey t h e  forg iveness  of s i n s ,  
t o  be sure ,  even where no r ecep t ion  t akes  p lace .  
But t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e s e  words is  n o t  derived from 
t h e  proximity t o  t h e  Sacrament. The words spoken 
during t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  of t h e  Sacrament b e n e f i t  
everyone p resen t ,  ch i ld  o r  a d u l t ,  a t  t h e  a l t a r  r a i l  
o r  i n  t h e  pew. These words a r e  appropr ia ted  by a l l  
who a r e  pen i t en t .  The be l i ev ing  communicant himself 
b e n e f i t s  from t h e s e  words before ,  dur ing ,  and a f t e r  
he  r ece ives  t h e  body and blood of C h r i s t .  It must 
be made c l e a r  t h a t  a  c h i l d  a t  t h e  a l t a r  r a i l  r ece ives  
no s p e c i a l  b l e s s ing  because of h i s  proximity t o  t h e  
Sacrament. Such a  view i s  completely un-Lutheran. 
Behind such th inking  l i e s  t h e  infused  grace  concept 
of Roman Catholicism, by which grace  i s  a  substance 
t o  be o rgan ica l ly  o r  s u b s t a n t i t i v e l y  communicated 
in s t ead  of being, a s  Lutherans hold,  God's forg iv-  
i n g  a t t i t u d e  on account of C h r i s t .  

I n  some churches t h e  c h i l d  r ece ives  a  s p e c i a l  
l ay ing  on of t h e  p a s t o r ' s  hands dur ing  t h e  d i s t r i -  
bu t ion  of t h e  Sacrament. The l ay ing  on of hands 
can be a  very  e f f e c t i v e  image i n  c e r t a i n  cases  and 
occurs  i n  Sc r ip tu re .  The l ay ing  on of hands sym- 
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i n t o  c e r t a i n  o f f i c e s  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  e. g. , 
p a s t o r ,  t e a c h e r ,  p r e s i d e n t ,  e t c .  The exac t  purpose 
of l a y i n g  hands on t h e  non-communicant c h i l d r e n  dur- 
i n g  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  Sacrament i s  somewhat 
e l u s i v e .  No one has  suggested t h a t  t hey  a r e  be ing  
induc ted  i n t o  an  o f f i c e .  Nor i s  i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  
a s s o c i a t e  t h e  a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  gene ra l  a b s o l u t i o n  
pronounced e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e .  Could it be  t h a t  
f o r  some t h e  c h i l d  is, through t h e  l a y i n g  on of t h e  
p a s t o r ' s  hands,  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e  Sacra- 
ment -- t h e  fo rg ivenes s  of s i n s  -- without  r e c e i v i n g  
t h e  Sacrament? Thus, one who i s  t o o  young t o  re- 
c e i v e  t h e  Sacrament of t h e  A l t a r  r e c e i v e s  i n s t e a d  a  
kind of Ersatzsakrament ( s u b s t i t u t e  sacrament) .  
Some might s e e  a precedent  i n  J e s u s '  own b l e s s i n g  
of t h e  c h i l d r e n  (Matthew 19:13-15), where h e  a s s u r e s  
them of a  p l a c e  i n  God's kingdom w i t h  a l l  of i t s  
b e n e f i t s .  The orthodox church, however, has  never  
deduced from t h i s  pe r i cope  a  s e p a r a t e  sacrament of 
b l e s s i n g  c h i l d r e n  by l a y i n g  hands on them. This  
per icope  has  been, r a t h e r ,  one course  of t h e  church ' s  
commitment t o  i n f a n t  baptism. The Lord 's  promise of 
t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  b e n e f i t s  of H i s  
dea th  and r e s u r r e c t i o n  i s  f u l f i l l e d  i n  t h e i r  being 
bap t i zed  a s  H e  commanded. I n  t h e  Sacrament of Bap- 
t i s m ,  t h e  l a y i n g  on of hands symbolizes a  d i r e c t  
word of God t o  t h e  c h i l d  and h i s  s p e c i f i c  i n c l u s i o n  
i n  God's kingdom because of t h e  Lord ' s  promises.  

A c e r t a i n  amount of l a t i t u d e ,  t hen ,  is  allowed 
i n  church customs, bu t  exp lana t ions  f o r  a l l  prac- 
t i c e s  should be  a v a i l a b l e .  A s  a  number of c h i l d r e n  
going up t o  t h e  a l t a r  r a i l  wi thout  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  
Sacrament seems t o  be  i n c r e a s i n g ,  t h e  t i m e  is  r i p e  
f o r  someone t o  provide  a  thorough r a t i o n a l e  f o r  t h e  
innovat ion  on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  t h e  Con- 
f e s s i o n s ,  and t h e  Lutheran t r a d i t i o n , ' e s p e c i a l l y  
w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  Sacrament of t h e  Altar. The 

i s s u e  i s  a  d e l i c a t e  one because c h i l d r e n  a r e  involved,  
bu t  i t  i s  one which r e q u i r e s  a  t h e o l o g i c a l  r a t i o n a l e .  
The n e c e s s i t y  t o  provide  a  t h e o l o g i c a l  explana t ion  
f o r  any l i t u r g i c a l  custom cannot be  pushed away by 
mere sent imental ism.  Sent imental ism can never  pose 
a s  a  l e g i t i m a t e  t h e o l o g i c a l  answer t o  any ques t i on .  

P r i n t e d  w i th  permission from: Concordia Theologica l  
Qua r t e r ly ,  A p r i l ,  1978, C ~ n c o r d i a  Theologica l  
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Comments on D r .  Carl F .  Wislfiff's Minneapolis Lec ture  

on 

THE THEOLOGY OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER: STILL A LODESTAR 

"The theology of D r .  Mart in  Luther  i s  s t i l l  a  
l o d e s t a r  today." That is  what D r .  C a r l  F. Wislbff  
claimed i n  h i s  week of s p e c i a l  l e c t u r e s  a t  t h e  
Assoc ia t ion  Free  Lutheran Theologica l  Seminary i n  
Minneapolis on October 9  - 13. 

D r .  Wisldff is  t h e  l ead ing  l i v i n g  theo log ian  
i n  Norway. We rece ived  h i s  d o c t o r a t e  i n  Germany 
and taught  a t  t h e  Independent Lutheran Seminary i n  
Oslo f o r  40 y e a r s ,  A f t e r  r e t i r i n g  i n  1970, he has  
t r a v e l e d  and Lectured throughout t h e  world,  H e  
spen t  t h e  l a s t  school  year  i n  Japan a s  a  gues t  
l e c t u r e r  a t  a  Lutheran seminary t h e r e .  I n  October 
of t h i s  y e a r ,  he toured  t h e  U .  S. g iv ing  Luther  
l e c t u r e s  i n  Plinneapolis,  Fergus F a l l s ,  and S e a t t l e ,  
Washington, 

The Independent Lutheran Seminary was s t a r t e d  
i n  1908 i n  oppos i t i on  t o  t h e  l i b e r a l  t r e n d s  of t h e  
s t a t e  church of Norway, A t  f i r s t  i t  was supported 
by f r e e - w i l l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  bu t  is  now s t a t e -  
supported t oge the r  w i th  t h e  s t a t e  school  of theology 
which i s  a t  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of Oslo. The Independent 
Lutheran Seminary t r a i n s  most of t h e  p a s t o r s  f o r  t h e  t 

Lutheran church i n  Norway today.  

! 
Although D r ,  ~ i s l d f f  had reached pension age 

i n  1970, he was no t  r equ i r ed  t o  r e t i r e .  He d i d  s o ,  
though, because of t h e o l o g i c a l  t r e n d s ' i n  t h e  s choo l  
w i th  which h e  could n o t  ag ree .  

I w a s  a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  t h r e e  of h i s  f i v e  l e c t u r e s .  
The fo l lowing  i s  MY summary of t h o s e  t h r e e  l e c t u r e s .  
I was no t  a b l e  t o r e c e i v e  c o p i e s  of t h e  l e c t u r e s ,  s o  
t h i s  summary comes from n o t e s  I took dur ing  t h e  
l e c t u r e s .  

I n  t h e  conc lus ion  I w i l l  make a  few comments 
on t h e  l e c t u r e s .  

Is Mart in  Luther  s t i l l  a  l o d e s t a r  f o r  u s  today? 
Mart in  Luther  d i d  n o t  l i k e  t h a t  c la im.  H e  would 
r a t h e r  have h i s  fo l l ower s  c a l l  themselves Chris-  
t i a n s ,  Yet f o r  p r a c t i c a l  reasons ,  D r .  Luther  d id  
u se  t h e  term "Lutheran." And f o r  p r a c t i c a l  reasons  
today, w e  u se  t h e  word "Lutheran." It d i s t i n g u i s h e s  
f ~ r  us  those  who b e l i e v e  and con fe s s  t h e  d o c t r i n e  
a s  Mart in  Luther  taught  i t  from t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  from 
o t h e r s  w h ~  would d i s a g r e e  w i t h  t h a t  d o c t r i n e ,  h d  
i n  t h a t  sense, t h e  theology of Mart in  Luther  is  
s t i l l  a l o d e s t a r  today. 

MaPtSn Lu the r ' s  theology i s  s t i l l  a l o d e s t a r  
i n  h i s  t each ing  on t h e  Holy S c r i p t u r e s .  D r e  Luther  
maintained t h a t  S c r i p t u r e  a l o n e  i s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
and norm of our  f a i t h .  Others  may main ta in  t h a t  
S c r i p t u r e  and t r a d i t i o n ,  o r  S c r i p t u r e  and reason ,  
o r  S c r i p t u r e  and exper ience  a r e  norms of our  doc- 
t r i n e .  Mart in  Luther  maintained t h a t  S c r i p t u r e  
a lone  i s  t h e  norm of our  d o c t r i n e .  

Some, today, t r y  i n  a  number of ways t o  make 
Luther  i n t o  a  B ib l e  c r i t i c .  

1. They say Luther  t augh t  t h a t  t h e  B ib l e  i s  
i t s  own i n t e r p r e t e r  AND i t s  own c r i t i c .  Luther ,  
they say ,  set up a  canon w i t h i n  t h e  canonica l  books 
w i th  h i s  r u l e  drawn from t h e  S c r i p t u r e  themselves -- 
"Christum t re igen" :  what does n o t  t e a c h  C h r i s t  i s  
no t  canonica l .  
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i n  t h a t  sense, t h e  theology of Mart in  Luther  is  
s t i l l  a l o d e s t a r  today. 

MaPtSn Lu the r ' s  theology i s  s t i l l  a l o d e s t a r  
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i t s  own i n t e r p r e t e r  AND i t s  own c r i t i c .  Luther ,  
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w i th  h i s  r u l e  drawn from t h e  S c r i p t u r e  themselves -- 
"Christum t re igen" :  what does n o t  t e a c h  C h r i s t  i s  
no t  canonica l .  



But t h a t  s ta tement  taken  from Lu the r ' s  p r e f a c e  
t o  James i s  grave ly  misused. For Luther ,  t h i s  r u l e  
t oge the r  w i th  a p o s t o l i c i t y ,  helped dec ide  which 
books belonged t o  t h e  canon, Luther  d id  NOT use  i t  
t o  p i ck  a p a r t  t h e  books a l r e a d y  included i n  t h e  
canon. Luther  d i d  n o t  u s e  t h i s  s ta tement  a s  a  canon 
w i t h i n  t h e  canon. 

2 ,  Luther  admi t ted  t o  e r r o r s  i n  t h e  B ib l e ,  One 
example i s  Lu the r ' s  comment t h a t  i t  seems imposs ib le  
t h a t  600,000 people  could c r o s s  t h e  Red Sea i n  two 
hours .  Another example i s  Lu the r ' s  comment on 
Zech. 9 : 9  where he  s ays  t h a t  Matthew made a  mis take  
when he  quoted t h i s  passage and r e f e r r e d  i t  t o  
Jeremiah. 

What t h i s  simply shows, though, i s  t h a t  Luther  
recognized t h a t  t h e r e  were d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  t h e  Bib le .  
Yet ~ u t h e r ' s  comments i n  a l l  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  i f  t aken  
i n  con tex t ,  show an  5 r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  in -  
e r rancy  of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s ,  Luther  p o i n t s  up t h e  
problems, sugges t s  s o l u t i o n s ,  bu t  never  seeks  t o  
change t h e  S c r i p t u r e s .  Something is  t o  be be l i eved  
j u s t  simply because i t  i s  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s .  
Luther  l eaves  h i s  suggested s o l u t i o n s  open -- they  
are not  b ind ing  -- bu t  h e  never  cons ide r s  t h e  in -  
e r rancy  of t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  an open ques t i on .  

3. Luther  sets C h r i s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s .  
" I f  our  opponents p r e s s  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s  a g a i n s t  
C h r i s t ,  we w i l l  p r e s s  C h r i s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s . "  

What Luther  meant by t h a t  s ta tement  is  t h a t  t h e  
B ib l e  must be i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  t h e  Author would in-  
t e r p r e t  i t .  Let S c r i p t u r e  i n t e r p r e t  S c r i p t u r e .  
I f  you quote  S c r i p t u r e  a g a i n s t  S c r i p t u r e ,  you have 
midunderstood S c r i p t u r e .  

4. Luther  t a k e s  a  c r i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e  a g a i n s t  t h e  

Old Testament. Luther  maintained t h a t  we accep t  
i n  Moses on ly  what ag rees  w i th  n a t u r a l  law. 

Yet Luther  d id  most of h i s  l e c t u r i n g  on t h e  
Old Testament. That i n  i t s e l f  should r a i s e  ques- 
t i o n s  about t h e  claim of h i s  c r i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e  of 
t h e  Old Testament. Besides  t h i s ,  Luther  always 
i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  Old i n  l i g h t  of t h e  New Testament. 
The reason  Luther  d id  n o t  hold a l l  Old Testament 
law b inding  i s  because t h e  New Testament has  f r e e d  
us  from t h e  c i v i l  and ceremonial  laws of t h e  J e w s .  

Mart in  Lu the r ' s  theo logy  i s  s t i l l  a  l o d e s t a r  
i n  h i s  t e ach ing  on t h e  Church. 

The Church i s  n o t  something, b u t  someone -- 
n o t  an i n s t i t u t i o n ,  bu t  people.  When Luther  i n  
h i s  Large Catechism, Third A r t i c l e  of t h e  Apos t les  
Creed, d e f i n e s  t h e  Church, he  does no t  mention in -  
s t i t u t i o n s  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  bu t  who t h e  Church is. 
The Church has  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and r e g u l a t i o n s ,  bu t  
i t  i s  n o t  t h e s e  t h ings .  

Does t h e  Church e r r ?  Luther  would say t h a t  
t h e  Church does no t  err. But Luther  would ime- 
d i a t e l y  a s k ,  "Who i s  t h e  church?" The Church i s  
t h o s e  people  who confess  and b e l i e v e  t h e  Word of 
God. S ince  t h e  Word cannot err, t hen  n e i t h e r  can 
t h e  Church e r r .  

 hat's why everyone should be obedien t  t o  
t h e  Church. For ,  s i n c e  t h e  Church i s  t h o s e  who 
t each  only  accord ing  t o  t h e  Word of God, t o  be 
obedien t  t o  t h e  Church i s  t o  be  obedien t  t o  t h e  
Word. I f  someone teaches  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  Word, he 
i s  t each ing  a s  a  member of t h e  d e v i l ' s  church. The 
church which t eaches  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  Word i s  a  
c o u n t e r f e i t  church -- a  church t h a t  l ooks  l i k e  
bu t  i s  n o t  t h e  Church of God. 
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Does t h a t  mean then  t h a t  t h e  Church ceased 
t o  e x i s t  i n  t h e  Dark Ages? No, t h e  Church d id  
e x i s t  i n  t h e  Dark Ages. That i s  why Luther taught  
t h a t  t h e  Church needed t o  be reformed. The enthu- 
s i a s t s  taught  t h a t  t h e  Church needed t o  be r e s t o r e d ;  
Luther taught  t h a t  i t  needed t o  be reformed. For 
t h e  Church ex i s t ed  even i n  Rome, even where t h e  
pope is. I n  f a c t ,  Luther s a i d ,  t h e  pope, t h e  
an t i -Chr i s t ,  s i ts  i n  t h e  temple of God. 

Another e r r o r  o f t e n  propounded today i s  t h a t  
t h e  Church must r e t u r n  t o  t h e  u n i t y  of t h e  f i r s t  
fou r  cen tu r i e s .  The Church, s h o r t l y  a f t e r  Pente- 
cos t  may have been un i t ed ,  but  i t  d i d  not  l a s t  long. 
The u n i t y  was destroyed when men began t o  teach  
con t ra ry  t o  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s .  

Today t h e  ecumenical movement seeks t o  r e s t o r e  
t h e  u n i t y  without  r e s t o r i n g  conformity t o  t h e  
teachings of t h e  Sc r ip tu re .  But when t h e  Bib le  
i s  not  t h e  f i n a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  then who i s ?  Usually 
t h e  t r a d i t i o n  of t h e  church -- i n  t h e  Roman Cathol ic  
Church, t h e i r  church f a t h e r s ,  e t c .  -- i n  t h e  Protes-  
t a n t  ecumenical movement, t h e i r  va r ious  confess ions ,  
which then become not  "binding," but  "enriching." 
Modern theology seeks  t o  l ead  us t o  be l i eve  t h a t  
t h e  Bib le  v a r i e s ,  bu t  t h e  Church does not  e r r ,  i . e .  
t h e  t r a d i t i o n  of t h e  Church does not  e r r ,  Various 
t r a d i t i o n s  may c o n t r a d i c t  each o t h e r ,  bu t  they do 
not  e r r ,  because they a l l  en r i ch  us a l l .  

Many reformat ions  were s t a r t e d  before ,  dur ing ,  
and a f t e r  Luther ' s  t ime,  but  Luther ' s  reformation 
was s i n g u l a r  i n  t h a t  he taught  t h a t  t h e  most impor- 
t a n t  reformation was t h e  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  dogma of t h e  
Gospel a s  so  c l e a r l y  taught  i n  t h e  S c r i p t u r e s .  

Martin ~ u t h e r ' s  theology i s  s t i l l  a  l o d e s t a r  i n  
h i s  teaching on Baptism and t h e  u n i v e r s a l  pr ies thood.  

We should not  t e l l  our people t o  r e t u r n  t o  
t h e i r  Baptism, but  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  promise of 
t h e i r  Baptism. The former i s  Sacramentalism and 
l o s e s  t h e  Gospel. 

High Lutheranism says  t h a t  t h e  new b i r t h  
t akes  p l ace  i n  Baptism and no p l a c e  e l s e .  So i t  
condemns Pontoppidan who says  i n  h i s  catechism 
t h a t  t h e r e  must be a  new b i r t h  from t h e  Word f o r  
regenera t ion  from Baptism t o  be e f f e c t i v e .  

This  teaching of High Lutheranism i s  a r e a l  
hindrance t o  t h e  teaching  of conversion. Nothing 
can be more harmful t o  hea l thy  preaching of con- 
ve r s ion  than harping on t h e  saying t h a t  every 
bapt ized person is  a c h i l d  of God. 

Luther does t a l k  of new b i r t h  i n  Baptism, but  
a l s o  t h a t  new b i r t h  i s  an e f f e c t  of t h e  Word of 
God. There i s  regenera t ion  i n  Baptism and regen- 
e r a t i o n  by f a i t h .  Contrary t o  what some Lutherans 
say,  t h e  new b i r t h  can be l o s t .  Then a new b i r t h  
comes through Word and f a i t h .  

High church Lutheranism i s  s i m i l a r  t o  Roman 
Catholicism, I t  d iv ides  and d i s t r i b u t e s  God's 
grace.  It d e s i r e s  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  between t h e  
funct ions  of t h e  va r ious  means of grace.  

The Word of I n s t i t u t i o n  i s  not  taken by high 
Lutheranism a s  a  proper key t o  t h e  Sacrament. The 
important t h ing  i s  t h e  promise. Luther maintained 
t h a t  f a i t h  and promise a r e  i n e f f e c t i v e  without  
each o the r .  

We must be c a r e f u l  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  between t h e  
e f f e c t  and v a l i d i t y  of Baptism. This i s  e s p e c i a l l y  
t r u e  i n  t h e  case  of Baptism of a d u l t s  who a r e  l a t e r  
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discovered  t o  have been unbe l i eve r s  and i n  t h e  
c a s e  of Baptism of i n f a n t s .  I n  t h e  c a s e  of t h e  
h y p o c r i t i c a l  a d u l t ,  t h e  Baptism had no e f f e c t .  Yet 
t h a t  does NOT mean he  should be r ebap t i zed  when he  
r epen t s .  Baptism is  always v a l i d ,  even though i t s  
e f f e c t  may no t  be  worked i n  an i n d i v i d u a l  because 
of h i s  u n b e l i e f .  

Do i n f a n t s  b e l i e v e ?  Luther  maintained they  
d id .  God can g i v e  them f a i t h .  I n  f a c t ,  Luther  
claimed t h a t  t h e  most c e r t a i n  conversion is t h a t  
i n  i n f a n t  Baptism. An a d u l t  can p l o t  t o  dece ive ;  
an i n f a n t  does n o t .  

Is f a i t h  a  necessary  cond i t i on  of Baptism? 
Yes, i t  is,  bu t  we a r e  n o t  t o  base  our  Baptism on 
our  f a i t h ,  bu t  t o  r e c e i v e  Baptism i n  f a i t h .  

Baptism is  what makes u s  p r i e s t s  of God, n o t  
o r d i n a t i o n  o r  any o t h e r  r i t e .  To be  a  p r i e s t  i s  
t o  have acces s  t o  God. W e  have acces s  t o  God 
through Je sus  C h r i s t  a s  He i s  g iven  t o  us  i n  
Baptism. 

There is  no d i f f e r e n c e  among C h r i s t i a n s  ex- 
cep t  i n  t h e i r  o f f i c e  o r  work. Luther  would say  
t h a t  we a r e  a l l  p r i e s t s  a l though we a r e  n o t  a l l  
m i n i s t e r s .  To be  a  m i n i s t e r  of t h e  church i s  t o  
have a  c a l l  of t h e  congrega t ion  t o  f u n c t i o n  i n  
t h e  o f f i c e  t h a t  is  common t o  a l l  C h r i s t i a n s .  Yet 
every C h r i s t i a n  should a c t  a s  a  m i n i s t e r  i f  he 
s e e s  a  need and i f  h e  i s  g i f t e d  f o r  t h e  t a s k .  

Today i n  modern Lutheran-Roman Ca tho l i c  d ia -  
logues,  neo-Lutherans are say ing  t h a t  Lutherans 
never  quest ioned t h e  v a l i d i t y  of t h e  Roman Ca tho l i c  
pr ies thood  and o rd ina t ion .  What a  t e r r i b l e  t h i n g  
f o r  Lutherans t o  say. The Roman Ca tho l i c  m i n i s t r y  

i s  i n v a l i d  because they  a r e  orda ined  t o  a  func t ion  
t h a t  is  no t  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  New Testament. 

My comments: These t h r e e  l e c t u r e s  were very  
i n t e r e s t i n g  and en l igh t en ing .  It was ve ry  ev ident  
t h a t  D r .  Wisldff s i n c e r e l y  be l i eved  t h a t  t h e  the- 
ology of D r .  Mart in  Luther  i s  s t i l l  a  l o d e s t a r  today. 

There was one a r e a  I f e l t  t h a t  I e i t h e r  g rave ly  
misunderstood D r .  Wislbff o r  c l e a r l y  d i sagreed  wi th  
him. That was i n  h i s  t h i r d  l e c t u r e  on Baptism. He 
seemed t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  between t h e  new b i r t h  of t h e  

rr 

Word and t h e  new b i r t h  of Baptism. He d iv ided  be- 
tween Baptism and t h e  promise of Baptism. Yet 
l a t e r  he  s ays  t h a t  i t  i s  Roman Ca tho l i c  t o  d i s t i n -  
gu ish  and d i v i d e  between t h e  f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  means 
of g race .  He a l s o  seemed t o  overlook t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  new b i r t h  of Baptism i s  n o t  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  
new B i r t h  of t h e  Word. For Baptism is  water  AND 
t h e  Word. The new b i r t h  of Baptism is  e f f e c t e d  by 
noth ing  else than  t h e  Word i n  Baptism. 

So we can t e l l  people  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  Bap- 
t i s m .  I n  f a c t ,  Luther  taught  t h a t  t o  r epen t  of our  
s i n s  i s  noth ing  e l s e  t han  r e t u r n i n g  t o  our  Baptism. 
Besides ,  t h e  empi r i ca l  f a c t  of t h e i r  Baptism can 
b r i n g  people  g r e a t  comfort.  It  can do much t o  
s t r eng then  f a i t h  i n  God's g r ace  and fo rg ivenes s  
i n  C h r i s t .  For s i n c e  Baptism is  a  work of God 
i t ,  toge the r  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  means of g r ace ,  b r i n g s  
good hard evidence from God of H i s  d e s i r e  t h a t  w e  
come t o  t h e  knowledge of t h e  t r u t h  and be  saved.  

Is t h e  theology of D r .  Mart in  Luther  s t i l l  a  
l o d e s t a r  today? "OH, ye s , "  D r .  C a r l  F. Wisldff 
would s ay ,  "because t h e  theology of D r .  Mart in  
Luther  i s  drawn from t h e  S c r i p t u r e s . "  

-- The Rev. Pau l  J. Haugen 
Belview, Minnesota 
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A HISTORY OF "ELS" LATIN AMERICAN MISSIONS 

It i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  i n  t h e  same yea r  - 1968 - 
t h a t  our  Synod c e l e b r a t e d  i t ' s  50 th  Anniversary,  i t  
a l s o  began work on i t s  own i n  L a t i n  America. I n  t h e  
most complete h i s t o r y  w r i t t e n  of our  Synod, A CITY 
SET ON A HILL by Rev. T. A. Aaberg, and publ i shed  i n  
1968, t h e  fo l lowing  paragraph i s  found, concluding 
t h e  s e c t i o n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  ou r  Synod's Foreign Mission 
endeavors s i n c e  i t s  founding: 

The ELS, s i n c e  withdrawing from t h e  Synod- 
i c a l  Conference,  h a s  given l i m i t e d  f  inan- 
c i a 1  suppor t  t o  t h e  f o r e i g n  miss ions  of 
t h e  Wisconsin Synod, wh i l e  seek ing  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  i t s  own f o r e i g n  miss ion  f i e l d .  
P a s t o r  Theodore Kus te r ,  who vo lun teered  
t o  s e r v e  a s  a  f o r e i g n  miss ionary ,  ha s  been 
c a l l e d  t o  t h i s  t a s k ,  and i s  p repa r ing  him- 
s e l f  f o r  work i n  L a t i n  America. The Rev. 
Adolph Hars tad ,  Execut ive  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  
ELS Mission Board, and P a s t o r  Kus te r  made 
a  f i e l d  survey  i n  South America i n  e a r l y  
1968, and w i l l  make t h e i r  r e p o r t  and 
recommendations t o  t h e  1968 ELS Golden 
Anniversary Convention. 1 

A r e p o r t  and recommendations were submi t ted  t o  
t h e  Convention t h a t  yea r ,  and t h e  Convention t ook  
a c t i o n :  "WHEREAS, T.  F. Kuster  and A. M. Hars tad ,  
who toured  Peru and B o l i v i a ,  South America i n  Janu- 
a r y  and February,  1968 i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of exp lo r ing  
t h e  miss ionary  needs i n  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s ,  have re-  
po r t ed  t h a t  between 800,000 t o  a  m i l l i o n  people  l i v e  

i n  t h e  approximately 120 d i f f e r e n t  ' b a r r i a d a s '  of 
Lima, Peru; and WHEREAS, They r e p o r t  t h a t  very  
l i t t l e  C h r i s t i a n  miss ionary  work i s  be ing  done 
among t h e  thousands of people  i n  t h e s e  b a r r i a d a s ,  
and WHEREAS, The Mission Board recommends t h a t  
t h e  Synod beg in  miss ionary  work among t h e s e  people ,  
t h e r e f o r e  BE I T  RESOLVED, a )  That t h e  Synod endorse  
t h i s  recommendation w i t h  thanks t o  God t h a t  He has  
g ran ted  us  t h i s  oppo r tun i t y  f o r  miss ionary  work, 
and f u r t h e r  b )  That our  miss ionary ,  P a s t o r  T. F. 
Kus te r ,  beg in  work i n  t h i s  a r e a  a s  soon a s  prac- 
t i c a b l e .  l t 2  

The Rev. and M r s .  Ted Kus te r  and t h e i r  f o u r  
c h i l d r e n ,  and lay-workers,  M r .  and M r s .  O r l i n  
Myr l ie ,  a r r i v e d  i n  Lima, Peru on J u l y  16 ,  1968 t o  
beg in  t h e i r  miss ionary  work. The f i r s t  o b j e c t i v e  
was t o  improve t h e i r  knowledge of t h e  Spanish lang-  
uage, become b e t t e r  acqua in ted  w i t h  t h e  customs of 
t h e  count ry ,  l e a r n  t h e  c u l t u r e  of t h e  people ,  and 
then  begin g a t h e r i n g  groups of people  t o  hea r  t h e  
s av ing  Gospel of J e s u s  C h r i s t .  There would be  no 
way t o  judge, b e f o r e  they  s t a r t e d ,  t h e  degree  of 
succes s  t h a t  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  would g r a n t  t o  t h e i r  
f u t u r e  t e ach ing  and preaching e f f o r t s .  

The Board, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  Missionary Kuster ,  
had decided t o  go t h e  r o u t e  of  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n  
indigenous church.  I n  a  paper  p repared  by Mission- 
a r y  Kuster  i n  November of 1972 he  e x p l a i n s  a  l i t t l e  
b i t  t h e  indigenous p r i n c i p l e :  

What i s  meant by t h e  term INDIGENOUS? 
D i c t i o n a r i e s  would say:  "Produced, 
growing, o r  l i v i n g  n a t u r a l l y  i n  a  count ry  
o r  c l i m a t e ;  n o t  e x o t i c ;  n a t i v e ;  hence 
f i g u r a t i v e l y ,  i nhe ren t . "  I n  miss ionary  
work t h i s  means t h a t  a s  a  r e s u l t  of 



A HISTORY OF "ELS" LATIN AMERICAN MISSIONS 

It i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  i n  t h e  same yea r  - 1968 - 
t h a t  our  Synod c e l e b r a t e d  i t ' s  50 th  Anniversary,  i t  
a l s o  began work on i t s  own i n  L a t i n  America. I n  t h e  
most complete h i s t o r y  w r i t t e n  of our  Synod, A CITY 
SET ON A HILL by Rev. T. A. Aaberg, and publ i shed  i n  
1968, t h e  fo l lowing  paragraph i s  found, concluding 
t h e  s e c t i o n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  ou r  Synod's Foreign Mission 
endeavors s i n c e  i t s  founding: 

The ELS, s i n c e  withdrawing from t h e  Synod- 
i c a l  Conference,  h a s  given l i m i t e d  f  inan- 
c i a 1  suppor t  t o  t h e  f o r e i g n  miss ions  of 
t h e  Wisconsin Synod, wh i l e  seek ing  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  i t s  own f o r e i g n  miss ion  f i e l d .  
P a s t o r  Theodore Kus te r ,  who vo lun teered  
t o  s e r v e  a s  a  f o r e i g n  miss ionary ,  ha s  been 
c a l l e d  t o  t h i s  t a s k ,  and i s  p repa r ing  him- 
s e l f  f o r  work i n  L a t i n  America. The Rev. 
Adolph Hars tad ,  Execut ive  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  
ELS Mission Board, and P a s t o r  Kus te r  made 
a  f i e l d  survey  i n  South America i n  e a r l y  
1968, and w i l l  make t h e i r  r e p o r t  and 
recommendations t o  t h e  1968 ELS Golden 
Anniversary Convention. 1 

A r e p o r t  and recommendations were submi t ted  t o  
t h e  Convention t h a t  yea r ,  and t h e  Convention t ook  
a c t i o n :  "WHEREAS, T.  F. Kuster  and A. M. Hars tad ,  
who toured  Peru and B o l i v i a ,  South America i n  Janu- 
a r y  and February,  1968 i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of exp lo r ing  
t h e  miss ionary  needs i n  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s ,  have re-  
po r t ed  t h a t  between 800,000 t o  a  m i l l i o n  people  l i v e  

i n  t h e  approximately 120 d i f f e r e n t  ' b a r r i a d a s '  of 
Lima, Peru; and WHEREAS, They r e p o r t  t h a t  very  
l i t t l e  C h r i s t i a n  miss ionary  work i s  be ing  done 
among t h e  thousands of people  i n  t h e s e  b a r r i a d a s ,  
and WHEREAS, The Mission Board recommends t h a t  
t h e  Synod beg in  miss ionary  work among t h e s e  people ,  
t h e r e f o r e  BE I T  RESOLVED, a )  That t h e  Synod endorse  
t h i s  recommendation w i t h  thanks t o  God t h a t  He has  
g ran ted  us  t h i s  oppo r tun i t y  f o r  miss ionary  work, 
and f u r t h e r  b )  That our  miss ionary ,  P a s t o r  T. F. 
Kus te r ,  beg in  work i n  t h i s  a r e a  a s  soon a s  prac- 
t i c a b l e .  l t 2  

The Rev. and M r s .  Ted Kus te r  and t h e i r  f o u r  
c h i l d r e n ,  and lay-workers,  M r .  and M r s .  O r l i n  
Myr l ie ,  a r r i v e d  i n  Lima, Peru on J u l y  16 ,  1968 t o  
beg in  t h e i r  miss ionary  work. The f i r s t  o b j e c t i v e  
was t o  improve t h e i r  knowledge of t h e  Spanish lang-  
uage, become b e t t e r  acqua in ted  w i t h  t h e  customs of 
t h e  count ry ,  l e a r n  t h e  c u l t u r e  of t h e  people ,  and 
then  begin g a t h e r i n g  groups of people  t o  hea r  t h e  
s av ing  Gospel of J e s u s  C h r i s t .  There would be  no 
way t o  judge, b e f o r e  they  s t a r t e d ,  t h e  degree  of 
succes s  t h a t  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  would g r a n t  t o  t h e i r  
f u t u r e  t e ach ing  and preaching e f f o r t s .  

The Board, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  Missionary Kuster ,  
had decided t o  go t h e  r o u t e  of  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n  
indigenous church.  I n  a  paper  p repared  by Mission- 
a r y  Kuster  i n  November of 1972 he  e x p l a i n s  a  l i t t l e  
b i t  t h e  indigenous p r i n c i p l e :  

What i s  meant by t h e  term INDIGENOUS? 
D i c t i o n a r i e s  would say:  "Produced, 
growing, o r  l i v i n g  n a t u r a l l y  i n  a  count ry  
o r  c l i m a t e ;  n o t  e x o t i c ;  n a t i v e ;  hence 
f i g u r a t i v e l y ,  i nhe ren t . "  I n  miss ionary  
work t h i s  means t h a t  a s  a  r e s u l t  of 



miss ionary  e f f o r t ,  a  n a t i v e  church has  
been produced which i s  a b l e  t o  govern 
i t s e l f ,  suppor t  i t s e l f ,  and reproduce 
i t s e l f .  . . We a r e  n o t  i n t roduc ing  a 
new and complex system i n t o  miss ionary  
work. The ve ry  oppos i t e  i s  t r u e .  To 
fo l l ow  indigenous church p r i n c i p l e s  
means t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  New Testament 
method - t o  t h e  s i m p l i c i t y  of t h e  
a p o s t o l i c  p a t t e r n .  S t .  Pau l  es tab-  
l i s h e d  indigenous churches .  The methods 
he  used a r e  t hose  which w e  today c a l l  
indigenous church methods. '13 

A f t e r  s e v e r a l  months of i n t e n s i v e  language 
s tudy  a t  t h e  Barranco Language School where a l l  of 
our  m i s s i o n a r i e s  i n  t h e  l a s t  decade have s t u d i e d ,  
our  new m i s s i o n a r i e s  s t a r t e d  work among t h e  people .  
I n  November of t h a t  f i r s t  yea r  t hey  began by 
ga the r ing  sma l l  groups i n  Sunday School t ype  ses -  
s i o n s  i n  v a r i o u s  b a r r i a d a s  ( shan ty  towns) surround- 
i n g  t h e  c i t y  of Lima. The F ie ld-Secre ta ry  f o r  
Foreign Missions r epo r t ed  t o  t h e  1969 Synod Con- 
ven t ion  : 

A f t e r  t e n  months on t h e  f i e l d  t h e r e  
a r e  900 c h i l d r e n ,  p l u s  many p a r e n t s  and 
youth a t t e n d i n g  many weekly s e s s i o n s .  
Thousands of t r a c t s  and B ib l e s ,  which 
a r e  t r e a s u r e d  by t h e  people ,  have been 
d i s t r i b u t e d .  I n  t h e  Reynoso b a r r i a d a ,  
where w e  have r e n t e d  q u a r t e r s ,  r e g u l a r  
Sunday s e r v i c e s  were i n s t i t u t e d  on 
E a s t e r  Sunday. I n  t h e  b a r r i a d a s  of 
Mariano Melgar, V i l l a  Maria,  Pomplona, 
w e  have s i x  straw-mat s t r u c t u r e s  on 
p rope r ty  which our  people  have claimed 
f o r  themselves .  Weekly meet ings  have 

a l s o  been set up a t  two s p o t s  i n  Santa  
Rosa. A Catechism f o r  our  own s p e c i a l  
u se  is  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n .  4 

There was much enthusiasm f o r  t h e  work bo th  
on t h e  f i e l d ,  and h e r e  a t  home, i n  t h a t  f i r s t  
yea r  of ope ra t i on .  And a l though  s e t b a c k s  i n  t h e  
work would occur  i n  t h e  y e a r s  ahead t o  mellow t h e  
f i r s t  glow of success ,  t h e  enthusiasm f o r  t h e  work 
would no t  d imin ish .  The m a t t e r  of g e t t i n g  es tab-  
l i s h e d  i n  t h e  work, and a c t u a l l y  g e t t i n g  s t a r t e d  
w i t h  t e ach ing  and preach ing  t h e  Gospel w a s  accom- 
p l i s h e d  by our  m i s s i o n a r i e s  much sooner  t h a n  e i t h e r  
they  o r  t h e  Mission Board expec ted .  The t r a i n i n g  
of n a t i o n a l  workers and t h e  beg inn ing  of n a t i o n a l  
congrega t ions  soon became of prime importance,  
For t h i s  reason  t h e  Mission Board recommended t o  
t h e  Synod a t  i t s  1969 Convention t h a t  a second 
t h e o l o g i c a l l y  t r a i n e d  man be c a l l e d  t o  t h e  f i e l d .  
The Synod concurred,  and P a s t o r  James Olsen w a s  
c a l l e d  e a r l y  i n  1970, accep ted  t h e  c a l l ,  and was 
commissioned. He and h i s  f ami ly  a r r i v e d  i n  Lima 
on May 30 th ,  t h e  day of t h e  famous ear thquake  t h a t  
des t royed  l a r g e  s e c t i o n s  of n o r t h e r n  Peru.  

Ea r ly  i n  1970 two members of t h e  Mission 
Board - Rev. Pau l  Anderson and Rev. A. V .  Kuster  - 
v i s i t e d  t h e  f i e l d .  They l i k e d  what they  saw of t h e  
work our  m i s s i o n a r i e s  were doing.  I n  a r e p o r t  t o  
t h e  Synod t h a t  yea r  they  s a i d :  "Our m i s s i o n a r i e s  
enjoy t h e  conf idence  of many people  i n  t h e  b a r r i a d a s  
of Lima. A thousand s o u l s  a r e  be ing  con t ac t ed  i n  
11 s p o t s  t h a t  a r e  se rved  r e g u l a r l y .  A t  two of 
t h e s e  s p o t s  we have d-dmed our  p r o p e r t y  and have 
e r e c t e d  wood-crate b u i l d i n g s .  A powerful PA system 
(donated)  ha s  been i n s t a l l e d  on t h e  f o u r  wheel 
d r i v e  c a r ;  t h i s  i nc r ea sed  t h e  ' aud ience . '  Our 
s t a f f  pos se s se s  t h e  a l e r t n e s s  t o  s e a r c h  ou t  and 
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of n a t i o n a l  workers and t h e  beg inn ing  of n a t i o n a l  
congrega t ions  soon became of prime importance,  
For t h i s  reason  t h e  Mission Board recommended t o  
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Ea r ly  i n  1970 two members of t h e  Mission 
Board - Rev. Pau l  Anderson and Rev. A. V .  Kuster  - 
v i s i t e d  t h e  f i e l d .  They l i k e d  what they  saw of t h e  
work our  m i s s i o n a r i e s  were doing.  I n  a r e p o r t  t o  
t h e  Synod t h a t  yea r  they  s a i d :  "Our m i s s i o n a r i e s  
enjoy t h e  conf idence  of many people  i n  t h e  b a r r i a d a s  
of Lima. A thousand s o u l s  a r e  be ing  con t ac t ed  i n  
11 s p o t s  t h a t  a r e  se rved  r e g u l a r l y .  A t  two of 
t h e s e  s p o t s  we have d-dmed our  p r o p e r t y  and have 
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c a p i t a l i z e  on o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of 
t h e  work. An i n c r e a s i n g  number of n a t i v e  workers 
a r e  engaged i n  Saturday and Sunday School and 
Vacat ion B ib l e  School t each ing .  A new m i m e 0  
machine (donated) ha s  speeded up produc t ion  of 
l e s s o n  s h e e t s .  Two young a d u l t  s t udy  c l a s s e s  
l e ad ing  t o  conf i rmat ion  have been s t a r t e d .  A 
s imple  Catechism i s  be ing  publ i shed  i n  p a r t s .  . . 
The d i f f i c u l t i e s  f a c i n g  our  m i s s i o n a r i e s  and our  
Board of Mission a r e  many, and ou r s  i s  s t i l l  a  
young miss ion  e f f o r t .  Yet i t  i s  unmistakable  t h a t  
t h e  hand of t h e  Lord has  been mighty i n  b l e s s i n g  
our  v e n t u r e  i n  t h e  S a v i o r ' s  name. "5 

The amount of $27,300 was budgeted f o r  Fore ign  
Missions i n  1970. It was i n  t h i s  yea r  a l s o  t h a t  a  
recondi t ioned  o f f s e t  p r i n t i n g  p r e s s  was shipped t o  
Peru from t h e  U.S. It was a  g i f t  of a  corps  of 
c o n t r i b u t o r s  o rgan ized  by Rev. Robert  Moldstad* It 
was i n  1970 t h a t  M i s s  G l o r i a  B u b l i t z ,  t h e  f i r s t  
Lutheran-Collegian-Supported vo lun t ee r  came t o  
Peru.  She was t o  t u r n  ou t  t o  be an  ou t s t and ing ly  
s u c c e s s f u l  worker i n  our  Mission,  The Synod took 
n o t e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we were making u se  of l a y  
workers i n  our  f o r e i g n  mi s s ion  work w i t h  a  s p e c i a l  
r e s o l u t i o n  a t  i t s  1970 Convention: "RESOLVED, 
That we recognize  t h e  v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t h e s e  
workers a r e  making t o  t h e  miss ion  f i e l d ,  and t h a t  
we g i v e  thanks t o  Lutheran Co l l eg i ans  and o t h e r s  
who a r e  e n l i s t i n g  t h e  he lp  and suppor t ing  t h e  needs 
of such workers.  116 

I n  t h e  Mission Board 's  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  1971 
Synod Convention t h e  obse rva t i on  was made t h a t  
" t h e  h a r v e s t  i n  Peru i s  beginn ing  t o  move from t h e  
sowing s t a g e  i n t o  t h a t  of reap ing .  O.ver a  dozen 
bapt isms and two dozen con f i rma t ions  of n a t i o n a l s  
have been r e p o r t e d ,  i nc lud ing  s e v e r a l  young men. 

Confirmat ion c l a s s e s  a r e  be ing  conducted cont inu-  
ous ly .  Elementary C h r i s t i a n  Day Schools  a r e  i n  
o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h r e e  l o c a t i o n s ,  and evening High 
School c l a s s e s  have been s t a r t e d  i n  v a r i o u s  loca-  
t i o n s ,  t augh t  by members of t h e  s t a f f  i n  t h e i r  
r e s p e c t i v e  f i e l d s  of s p e c i a l i z a t i o n ,  u s ing  e x i s t -  
i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  and m a t e r i a l s  on hand. v'7 

G lo r i a  B u b l i t z  completed one and a  h a l f  y e a r s  
of vo lun t ee r  work i n  t h e  Mission,  and r e tu rned  t o  
t h e  U.S. du r ing  1971 t o  become e v e n t u a l l y  M r s ,  Peder 
Dres se l .  She p r e s e n t l y  r e s i d e s  i n  Rochester ,  Minne- 
s o t a ,  where she  and h e r  husband a r e  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  
WELS congrega t ion  of t h a t  c i t y .  She a l s o  i s  a  
c h a r t e r  member of t h e  "LIFE" o r g a n i z a t i o n  (Lutherans  
i n  Foreign Evangelism) which was organ ized  by former 
v o l u n t e e r s  a t  Western Koshkonong Lutheran Church, 
Cot tage  Grove, Wisconsin, May 30, 1 9 7 6 *  G lo r i a  was 
t h e  f i r s t  of our  m i s s i o n a r i e s  t o  a c t u a l l y  t a k e  up 
r e s i d e n c e  i n  one of t h e  poor b a r r i a d a s ,  thereby  
demonstrat ing t h a t  an American can l i v e  among t h e  
people  they  s e r v e  i n  t h e  lowest  c l a s s  of Peruvian  
Soc i e ty ,  though i t  i s n ' t  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  c a r r y i n g  
on of t h e  work. When s h e  r e tu rned  t o  t h e  S t a t e s  
she  spoke i n  about  twenty of ou r  Synod congrega- 
t i o n s ,  promoting t h e  work of ou r  new-found miss ion .  
M r .  B i l l  Krug rep laced  M i s s  Bub l i t z  on t h e  f i e l d  
a s  t h e  one supported by Lutheran Col leg ians .  

Reformation Day, 1971, w i l l  go down as a  red- 
l e t t e r  day f o r  ou r  Peru Mission.  On t h a t  day our  
church t h e r e  was o f f i c i a l l y  o rgan ized  and l e g a l l y  
e s t a b l i s h e d .  The o f f i c i a l  name g iven  t h e  f ledg-  - 
l i n g  church was "Centro d e  A s i s t e n c i a  S o c i a l  Ambu- 
l a n t e  de  Los Pueblos  Jovenes (Centro ~ r i s t i a n o ) . "  
We have from t h e  beginning c o n s i s t e n t l y  r e f e r r e d  
t o  i t  a s  CENTRO CRISTIANO. The o f f i c i a l  name was 
adopted t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  government. O f f i c e r s  from 
among t h e  Peruvians  were e l e c t e d  and i n s t a l l e d  i n  
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r e s i d e n c e  i n  one of t h e  poor b a r r i a d a s ,  thereby  
demonstrat ing t h a t  an American can l i v e  among t h e  
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Reformation Day, 1971, w i l l  go down as a  red- 
l e t t e r  day f o r  ou r  Peru Mission.  On t h a t  day our  
church t h e r e  was o f f i c i a l l y  o rgan ized  and l e g a l l y  
e s t a b l i s h e d .  The o f f i c i a l  name g iven  t h e  f ledg-  - 
l i n g  church was "Centro d e  A s i s t e n c i a  S o c i a l  Ambu- 
l a n t e  de  Los Pueblos  Jovenes (Centro ~ r i s t i a n o ) . "  
We have from t h e  beginning c o n s i s t e n t l y  r e f e r r e d  
t o  i t  a s  CENTRO CRISTIANO. The o f f i c i a l  name was 
adopted t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  government. O f f i c e r s  from 
among t h e  Peruvians  were e l e c t e d  and i n s t a l l e d  i n  



a formal  meeting. This  r u l i n g  body has  been 
c a l l e d  t h e  Jun ta .  One of t h e  disappointments  of 
Centro C r i s t i a n o ' s  work has  been t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  members of t h e  J u n t a  have r e a l l y  never  taken 
an a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  d i r e c t i n g  t h e  a f f a i r s  of t h e i r  
church. 

The yea r  1971 saw another  l a y  worker go t o  
t h e  f i e l d .  I n  November of t h a t  yea r  Ralph Mozach, 
a WELS pa roch ia l  school  t e ache r  from Milwaukee, 
came t o  t h e  Mission a s  a s e l f - suppor t i ng  volun- 
t e e r .  While i t  was t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of t h e  Board and 
S t a f f  t h a t  he would be i n  charge of coo rd ina t ing  
and supe rv i s ing  C h r i s t i a n  educa t ion  on t h e  e l e -  
mentary l e v e l ,  he  d i scovered  h i s  n i che  i n  ano the r  
a r e a  of t h e  work, and t h a t  was t o  seek  ou t  and 
i n s t r u c t  a d u l t s ,  I n  t h i s  he was most s u c c e s s f u l .  

January 31, 1972 was an important  d a t e  f o r  
t h e  young mission,  a s  on t h a t  day seven a d u l t s  
were confirmed i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h .  This  was 
t h e  l a r g e s t  number of people  confirmed a t  one t ime 
s i n c e  t h e  opening of t h e  Mission. A t  t h a t  t ime t h e  
membership t o t a l e d  30 confirmed, and 35 bap t i zed  
c h i l d r e n .  I n  February of 1972 t h e  Mission was t h e  
r e c i p i e n t  of a g i f t  of $8,651. Of t h i s  amount 
$5,190 was r a i s e d  through l o c a l  AAL branches i n  
our  Synod, and t h e  Home O f f i c e  of AAL, through 
i t s  benevolence program, added t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  
$3,460. Most of t h i s  money was used f o r  equip- 
ment i n  t h e  mi s s ion ' s  C e n t r a l  House l oca t ed  i n  
San Gabr ie l .  

The O r l i n  Myrl ie  fami ly  r e tu rned  t o  t h e  
S t a t e s  a f t e r  t h r e e  and a h a l f  y e a r s  on t h e  f i e l d .  
They were given a warm r e c e p t i o n  a t  King of Grace 
Lutheran Church of Golden Val ley ,  Minnesota, l a t e  
i n  February of 1972. I n  March and A p r i l  they 
went on an extended speaking t o u r ,  v i s i t i n g  about 

t h i r t y  of our  Synod congrega t ions ,  and t e l l i n g  
t h e  s t o r y  of our  L a t i n  American work. 

I n  A p r i l  of 1972 P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Synod, 
Pas to r  George Orvick, made a ten-day v i s i t  t o  
Lima t o  view f i r s t h a n d  t h e  work, s o  t h a t  he  could 
r e p o r t  back t o  t h e  Synod a s  t o  work be ing  c a r r i e d  
ou t  on our  foreign-mission f i e l d .  I n  June of 
t h a t  yea r  h e  r epo r t ed  t o  t h e  Synod: "we were most 
i n s p i r e d  by t h e  work t h a t  i s  be ing  c a r r i e d  on 
t h e r e  by our mi s s iona r i e s .  Our Synod can be  ve ry  
t hank fu l  t o  God f o r  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  of i t s  workers 
and f o r  t h e  succes s  which they  have had on t h e  
f i e l d .  The methods employed by our  m i s s i o n a r i e s  
have proven t o  b e  w i s e  indeed. They have n o t  
been a f r a i d  t o  work w i t h  t h e  people  where they  
a r e  and a s  they  a r e .  L iv ing  i n  t h e  b a r r i a d a s  and 
working i n  them has  shown t h e  people  t h a t  w e  t r u l y  
have t h e i r  w e l f a r e  a t  h e a r t .  A s  a r e s u l t  our  
Mission i n  Lima has  gained many more s o u l s  than 
some o t h e r  miss ions  which have been t h e r e  longer .  
I am convinced t h a t  t h i s  i s  an a r e a  which i s  t r u l y  
' r i p e '  f o r  t h e  Gospel, and t h a t  we s h a l l  cont inue  
t o  win hundreds of s o u l s  t h e r e .  I was a l s o  g r e a t l y  
impressed a t  t h e  e f f o r t s  of our  m i s s i o n a r i e s  t o  
t each  t h e  people  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e i r  church,  a t r u l y  
Peruvian church, and t h a t  they  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
i t s  wel fa re .  ~ 1 8  

Now another  door opened t o  u s  i n  L a t i n  America. 
Independent Lutheran Missions,  headquartered a t  
Deshler ,  Ohio, contac ted  P r e s i d e n t  Orvick and our  
Mission Board ask ing  i f  w e  had a miss ionary  a v a i l -  
a b l e  t o  t a k e  over  a newly begun miss ion  i n  Managua, 
Nicaragua. A Rev. Herbert  Swanson, who had l e f t  
t h e  LC-MS miss ion  work i n  C e n t r a l  America over  doc- 
t r i n a l  concerns,  and had begun an  independent Luth- 
e r an  miss ion  i n  Managua g e t t i n g  suppor t  from ILM, 
would be coming home t o  t h e  U.S. and h e  wanted 
someone t o  c a r r y  on t h e  work. The main reason  g iven  
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by P a s t o r  Swanson f o r  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  U.S. was 
t h e  h e a l t h  of h i s  w i f e ,  The Mission Board l i k e d  
t h e  i d e a  of g e t t i n g  s t a r t e d  i n  C e n t r a l  America, and 
f e l t  i t  would be  b e s t  t o  c a l l  a  seasoned miss ionary  
t o  t h i s  new f i e l d  of l a b o r ,  and s o  t h e  c a l l  was 
i s sued  t o  Missionary Ted Kus te r ,  who was f i n i s h i n g  
ou t  a  four-year  t e r m  i n  Lima, and would be  coming 
home on fur lough  w i th  h i s  fami ly  i n  June of t h a t  
yea r  - 1972. P a s t o r  Kuster  accep ted  t h e  c a l l .  It 
was h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  beg in  work i n  Nicaragua e a r l y  
i n  1973, a f t e r  completion of h i s  six-month fu r lough ,  
X i s  p l a n s  would change due t o  an  e a r l y  d e p a r t u r e  
from t h e  f i e l d  by t h e  Swansons, and t h e  ear thquake 
t h a t  h i t  Managua i n  P a t e  December of 1972. S ince  
t h e  Mission Board had gone ahead w i t h  t h e  d e c i s i o n  
t o  e n t e r  t h i s  new f i e l d  b e f o r e  t h e  Synod Convention 
had met, i t  was neces sa ry  t o  g e t  approva l  f o r  t h e i r  
a c t i o n .  Th i s  was done through t h e  fo l lowing  reso-  
l u t i o n s  a t  t h e  1972 Convention: "WEREAS, The Lord 
h a s  g ran ted  us  t h e  oppo r tun i t y  of s e r v i n g  H i m  i n  a  
new f o r e i g n  miss ion  f i e l d ,  and WHEREAS, F i n a n c i a l  
suppor t  has  been o f f e r e d  by Independent Lutheran 
Missions of Peace Lutheran Church, Desh le r ,  Ohio, 
and WHEREAS, The Lord has  supp l i ed  w i l l i n g  workers ,  
t h e r e f o r e  BE I T  RESOLVED, That t h e  Synod r a t i f y  
t h e  a c t i o n  of t h e  Mission Board i n  c a l l i n g  a m i s -  
s i o n a r y  i n t o  t h i s  f i e l d ,  and be i t  FURTHER RESOLVED, 
That we a s k  t h e  Lord t o  b l e s s  H i s  work i n  NicaraguaeH9 

Rev. Robert  Moldstad w a s  t hen  c a l l e d  by t h e  
Mission Board t o  r e p l a c e  Missionary Kuster  i n  Peru ,  
He accep ted  t h e  c a l l  and moved w i t h  h i s  fami ly  t o  
t h e  South American f i e l d  i n  September of 1972. 
W e  had begun work i n  L a t i n  America i n  1968 w i th  
one t h e o l o g i c a l l y  t r a i n e d  miss ionary  and h i s  w i f e ,  
and one layworker and h i s  w i f e ,  working i n  one 
count ry .  By t h e  end of 1972, on ly  f o u r  y e a r s l a t e r ,  
we would be b l e s s e d  w i t h  t h r e e  t h e o l o g i c a l l y  t r a i n e d  
men on t h e  f i e l d ,  and two layworkers ,  and now would 

be working i n  two c o u n t r i e s  i n s t e a d  of one. The 
Synod had i n  June of t h a t  y e a r  t aken  n o t e  of 
t h e s e  b l e s s i n g s  by r e so lv ing :  " t h a t  t h e  Synod 
hereby express  i t s  g r a t i t u d e  t o  t h e  Lord of t h e  
church. " 

The F ie ld-Secre ta ry  f o r  Fore ign  Missions 
could r e p o r t  t o  t h e  1973 Convention t h e  good news 
t h a t  " t he  growth of t h e  church i n  Lima has  been 
p l e a s i n g l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  du r ing  t h e  p a s t  yea r .  Mem- 
b e r s h i p  i nc r ea sed  from 85 t o  280 s o u l s .  Many bap- 
t i s m s  and conf i rmat ions  were performed." Of s p e c i a l  
i n t e r e s t  dur ing  t h i s  yea r  was t h e  work begun i n  a  
l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  Andes Mountains n o r t h  of Lima, 
c a l l e d  Pacclon.  Our m i s s i o n a r i e s  were in t roduced  
t o  t h i s  v i l l a g e  by a  r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  who 
had come t o  v i s i t  f r i e n d s  i n  Lima. There was a  
n o t i c e a b l e  r e c e p t i v i t y  t o  t h e  Gospel by t h e s e  moun- 
t a i n  dwe l l e r s .  And work i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  would b r i n g  
a  new dimension t o  our  work i n  Peru,  a s  we would now 
branch ou t  and do work bo th  among t h e  b a r r i a d a  
dwe l l e r s  i n  Lima and a l s o  among t h e  people  i n  t h e  
mountain v i l l a g e s .  Because of t h e  f ami ly  t i e s  
between t h e  b a r r i a d a  dwe l l e r s  and t h o s e  who remain 
i n  t h e  mountain v i l l a g e s ,  i t  i s  on ly  n a t u r a l  t h a t  
w e  should be working bo th  a r e a s .  

A new v o l u n t e e r  a r r i v e d  on t h e  f i e l d  i n  Peru 
i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1973 i n  t h e  person  of Vick i  M i l l e r .  
She would be t h e  t h i r d  Lutheran-Collegian-Supported 
vo lun t ee r .  Ralph Mozach r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e s  i n  
1973. B i l l  Krug had r e tu rned  a l r e a d y  a t  t h e  end of 
1972. An encouraging s i g n  d u r i n g  t h i s  per iod  of 
t ime a s  f a r  a s  t h e  growth and s t a b i l i t y  of our 
Mission i n  Peru was concerned was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
more men were becoming involved w i t h  t h e  work of 
Centro C r i s t i a n o .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  going of our  M i s -  
s i o n  i t  was mainly women and c h i l d r e n  who were 
touched by t h e  Gospel, bu t  a s  w e  became more es- 
t a b l i s h e d  husbands and f a t h e r s  were becoming more 
r e c e p t i v e .  
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It was i n  1973 t h a t  our  work o f f i c i a l l y  began 
i n  C e n t r a l  America a l s o .  Missionary Kuster  had 
v i s i t e d  t h e  people  of t h e  miss ion  i n  Managua f o u r  
t i m e s  i n  1972. H e  had made a  v i s i t  t h e r e  i n  A p r i l  
t o  a s s e s s  t h e  work and make recommendations t o  our  
Board of Miss ions ,  Then on h i s  r e t u r n  f o r  f u r lough  
from Lima i n  June h e  and h i s  fami ly  s topped o f f  i n  
Managua t o  v i s i t  t h e  Swansons. A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h i n g s  
seemed t o  be going good f o r  P a s t o r  Swanson and t h e  
work of t h e  Mission. P a s t o r  Swanson's w i f e ,  who 
was having h e a l t h  problems, seemed t o  be OK, though 
somewhat nervous.  Missionary Kuster  r e c a l l s  t h a t  
about  80 people  a t t ended  t h e  worship s e r v i c e  t h e  
Sunday he  was t h e r e .  I n  October M r s ,  Swanson su f -  
f e r e d  a  nervous breakdown, n e c e s s i t a t i n g  t h e  e a r l y  
d e p a r t u r e  of t h e  Swansons t o  t h e  S t a t e s .  Mission- 
a r y  Kuster  c ance l l ed  two weeks of h i s  fu r lough  t i m e  
and went down t o  Nicaragua r i g h t  away. He was n o t  
prepared t o  s t a y  and t a k e  over  t h e  work a t  t h a t  t ime.  
He d i d  meet w i t h  t h e  male l e a d e r s  of t h e  church every 
day du r ing  h i s  two week s t a y .  Ruben, Oscar,  and 
Salvador  were equipped by Missionary Kuster  w i th  
sermons and t h e  know-how f o r  conduct ing s e r v i c e s ,  
and t a k i n g  c a r e  of t h e  work u n t i l  Missionary Kus te r  
could r e t u r n  a t  t h e  beginning of t h e  yea r .  November 
and December marked a  g r adua l  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  member- 
s h i p  of t h e  church, due mainly t o  a  couple  of t h i n g s .  
Those who had been a t t e n d i n g  f o r  t h e  financial and 
medical  a i d  t h a t  they  had been r e c e i v i n g  from Rev. 
Swanson l e f t  r i g h t  away. Many of t h e  o t h e r  members 
s p l i t  t h e i r  l o y a l t i e s  between t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s  
who had been l e f t  i n  charge  u n t i l  Missionary Kuster  
could r e t u r n .  Then when t h e  ear thquake  h i t  Managua 
on December 23rd,  l e a v i n g  t h i n g s  i n  a  shamble 
around t h e  c i t y ,  Missionary Kus te r  made an emergency 
t r i p  t o  t h e  c i t y  on December 28th.  During t h e  two 
weeks he  was t h e r e  on t h i s  t r i p  he  l o c a t e d  most of 
t h e  members of t h e  congrega t ion ,  a l though  they  had 
been s c a t t e r e d  h i t h e r  and yon because of t h e  quake. 
He a s s i s t e d  t h e  people  i n  g e t t i n g  food and wate r  

and s h e l t e r ,  and conducted s e v e r a l  worship s e r v i c e s .  
The quake had been a  t e r r i f y i n g  exper ience ,  and 
t h e r e  was a  n o t i c e a b l e  s p i r i t u a l  concern among 
t h e  people .  Upon r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  S t a t e s  Mission- 
a r y  Kuster  made p r e p a r a t i o n s  t o  move h i s  fami ly  t o  
C e n t r a l  America. They moved i n  l a t e  January.  
Because of t h e  h o r r i b l e  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  and l a c k  
of school ing  i n  Managua a f t e r  t h e  ear thquake ,  t h e  
Board had decided t h a t  f o r  t h e  t ime be ing  i t  would 
be b e s t  f o r  t h e  Kuster  fami ly  t o  s e t t l e  i n  San J o s e ,  
Costa Rica,  about  275 m i l e s  t o  t h e  sou th  of Managua. 
Missionary Kuster  made monthly t r i p s  up t o  Managua, 
conduct ing s e r v i c e s  and B ib l e  c l a s s e s ,  and i n s t r u c -  
t i n g  a  couple  of men who showed s i g n s  of t a k i n g  on 
l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e s  i n  t h e  church. 

M r .  David Skogen a r r i v e d  i n  Managua i n  l a t e  
February of 1973. David i s  a  member of our  Synod 
Congregation a t  r u r a l  P r ince ton ,  Minnesota,  and 
a t t ended  our  Bethany Lutheran Col lege  and Univer- 
s i t y  of Minnesota. He a l s o  ha s  a  m a s t e r ' s  degree 
from t h e  School f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T ra in ing  a t  
B r a t t l e b o r o ,  Vermont. He had p rev ious  t o  t h i s  t ime 
worked i n  Nicaragua w i th  t h e  Min i s t ry  of Agricul-  
t u r e  f o r  a  f u l l  yea r .  He was f l u e n t  i n  t h e  Spanish 
language, and knew q u i t e  w e l l  t h e  c u l t u r e  of t h e  
people .  He would end up spending e i g h t e e n  months 
i n  Nicaragua, a l l  t h e  wh i l e  a s s i s t i n g  g r e a t l y  w i t h  
t h e  work of our  Mission.  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  e a r t h -  
quake, o f f e r i n g s  were taken  up i n  our  Synod congre- 
g a t i o n s  f o r  a s s i s t i n g  t h e  people  i n  t h e i r  needs.  
Some $20,000 was c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h i s  Emergency Fund. 
Much of t h e  money t o  beg in  w i t h  was d i s t r i b u t e d  by 
Missionary Kus te r  t o  t h e  members of t h e  church i n  
Managua. A s  t ime went by i t  was determined by 
Missionary Kus te r  and t h e  Mission Board t h a t  t h e  
"hand-outs1' from t h e  Rmergency Fund w e r e  c aus ing  
j e a l o u s i e s ,  and b r ing ing  about  a dependency among 
t h e  people  t h a t  was no t  h e a l t h y  f o r  t h e  growth of 
an indigenous church. D i r e c t  "hand-outs" were 
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s topped ,  and t h e  monies were used i n  more i n d i r e c t  
ways t o  a i d  t h e  people  and t h e  work. It should be 
noted t h a t  two generous g i f t s  t o  t h i s  Emergency 
Fund came from o u t s i d e  our  Synod. The WELS World 
Re l i e f  Committee s e n t  a  check f o r  $2,000 and a  
P r o t e s t a n t  group a t  Menasha, Wisconsin,  c o n t r i b u t e d  
$1,000. The generous response  t o  t h i s  appea l  dem- 
o n s t r a t e d  once a g a i n  t h e  r e a d i n e s s  of our  people  t o  
"do good un to  a l l  men, and e s p e c i a l l y  un to  t hose  
who a r e  of t h e  household of f a i t h . "  Ga l a t i ons  6:10 

The Mission Board i n  i t s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Synod 
a t  t h e  1974 Convention s t a t e d :  "This i s  our  s i x t h  
yea r  i n  t h e  L a t i n  American Mission work. During 
t h o s e  s i x  y e a r s  we have passed through many doors ,  
and tu rned  many c o r n e r s  i n  t h e  work. Even s o  we 
have much t o  l e a r n  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  of L a t i n  c u l t u r e  
and methods f o r  c a r r y i n g  on t h e  work i n  t h e  b e s t  
p o s s i b l e  way. But we have one a l l - impor t an t  t h i n g  
going f o r  us ,  and t h a t  i s  t h a t  our  m i s s i o n a r i e s  
a r e  equipped w i th  t h e  uncondi t ioned Gospel t o  
b r i n g  t o  t h e  people .  And i t  is  t h e  Gospel,  and i t  
a lone ,  t h a t  "is t h e  power of God un to  s a l v a t i o n  
everyone t h a t  b e l i e v e t h . "  Romans 1:16 

A new lay-worker went t o  t h e  Peru f i e l d  i n  
1974 i n  t h e  person  of Sue Hawkins of L i b e r t y v i l l e ,  
I l l i n o i s .  She a t t ended  Bethany Lutheran Col lege.  
She had i n  t h e  cou r se  of h e r  c o l l e g e  y e a r s  s p e c i a l -  
i z e d  i n  l i n g u i s t i c s ,  and was a  v a l u a b l e  one-year 
a d d i t i o n  t o  our  s t a f f  on t h e  f i e l d ,  a s  s h e  c h i e f l y  
d i d  t r s n s l a t i o n  work f o r  our  Mission. She was 
sponsored f i n a n c i a l l y  by h e r  home congrega t ion ,  
S t .  John ' s  of L i b e r t y v i l l e ,  t hen  a  member of FAL, 
and now of WELS. 

There was a  normal and s t eady  growth of Centro 
C r i s t i a n o  dur ing  1974. Soul c a r e  numbered over  300. 
During t h e i r  VBS s e s s i o n s  t h a t  yea r  they  reached 

over  600 c h i l d r e n ,  i nc lud ing  about  25 t e enage r s .  
It  was t h e  s t a t e d  g o a l  of t h e  S t a f f  t o  a t t emp t ,  
du r ing  t h e  y e a r ,  t o  c e n t r a l i z e  t h e  work i n  t h e  
b a r r i a d a s  a  l i t t l e  more. Work cont inued  i n  t h e  
mountain v i l l a g e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  Pacclon.  It  was 
du r ing  t h i s  t ime t h a t  t h e  members of t h e  church 
i n  Pacclon began t a l k i n g  s e r i o u s l y  about purchas- 
i n g  land  and c o n s t r u c t i n g  a church b u i l d i n g .  A 
Cuna-Jardin (Day Care Center  and Kindergar ten)  
was reopened a t  t h e  Mission House i n  San Gabr i e l .  
Missionary Kuster  and h i s  w i f e  had begun one a  
couple  of y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  which had taken  hold 
o r i g i n a l l y  w i t h  g r e a t  succes s ,  b u t  f o r  Pack of 
p a r e n t  suppor t  was d i s con t inued .  The same f a t e  
would b e f a l l  t h e  new a t tempt  a t  such  a n  o p e r a t i o n ,  
1974  was a l s o  t h e  yea r  i n  which i n f l a t i o n  r e a l l y  
h i t  Peru,  and which has  n o t  l e t  up t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  
t ime.  Shortages  of v a r l o u s  e s s e n t i a l  i t ems  i n  
t h e  economy a r o s e .  Beef, f o r  example, became a 
very  s c a r c e  commodity. Gaso l ine  had t o  be  con- 
s e rved ,  making i t  neces sa ry  f o r  non-commercial 
v e h i c l e s  t o  be  r e s t e d  two days ou t  of every week. 
This  caused t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  t o  r e a r r a n g e  t h e i r  
work schedules  t o  comply w i t h  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
government law, Th i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  ha s  s i n c e  been 
l i f t e d ,  bu t  gas  p r i c e s  con t inue  t o  b e  extremely 
high.  

Looking northward t o  our  o p e r a t i o n  i n  C e n t r a l  
America, i t  was i n  t h e  summer of 1974 t h a t  t h e  
Kuster  fami ly ,  a t  t h e  r eques t  of t h e  Mission Board, 
l e f t  San J o s e  and moved t o  Managua. Condi t ions  
had improved s i n c e  t h e  ear thquake ,  s o  t h a t  housing 
and school ing  were a v a i l a b l e  a g a i n ,  and i t  was t h e  
f e e l i n g  of t h e  Board t h a t  i t  would b e  b e t t e r  f o r  
Missionary Kus te r  t o  be c l o s e r  t o  t h e  a c t i o n  of 
our  Mission i n  Managua, f o r  s u p e r v i s i n g  of t h e  work 
and i n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s .  David Skogen 
r e tu rned  t o  t h e  S t a t e s  from Nicaragua i n  August of 



s topped ,  and t h e  monies were used i n  more i n d i r e c t  
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t h e  same yea r .  He had rendered a  v a l u a b l e  s e r v i c e  
t o  t h e  work wh i l e  t h e r e ,  which t h e  Synod took  n o t e  
of w i t h  a  s p e c i a l  r e s o l u t i o n  a t  i t s  1974 Convention: 
"WHEREAS, David Skogen has  f a i t h f u l l y  served i n  our  
Synod's Managua Mission f o r  n e a r l y  two yea r s  a s  a  
s e l f - suppor t i ng  lay-worker, BE I T  RESOLVED, That t h e  
Synod thank David Skogen f o r  h i s  f a i t h f u l  e f f o r t s ,  
and be  i t  FURTHER RESOLVED, That t h e  Synod's members 
be encouraged by t h i s  i n s p i r i n g  example f a i t h f u l l y  
t o  suppor t  our  Synod's miss ion  program w i t h  t h e i r  
p r aye r s ,  t h e i r  l e t t e r s ,  and t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l  c o n t r i -  
bu t  i o n s .  l f l O  

The growth of  t h e  Managua church was a l s o  
normal and s t eady  dur ing  1974, s o  t h a t  i t  could be  
r epo r t ed  t o  t h e  Synod Convention t h a t  sou l - ca r e  
( t h e  church t h e r e  was n o t  y e t  o f f i c i a l l y  o rgan ized)  
included 305, w i t h  95 communicants. Work was a l s o  
begun du r ing  t h e  yea r  i n  t h e  town of B l u e f i e l d s  on 
t h e  e a s t  c o a s t  of Nicaragua. Our m i s s i o n a r i e s  were 
brought i n  con t ac t  w i th  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  t h e r e  through 
a  young Nicaraguan woman, Rosa, who had r e tu rned  t o  
B l u e f i e l d s  a f t e r  having l i v e d  i n  Managua f o r  a  t ime. 
While i n  Managua she  had been i n s t r u c t e d  and con- 
f i rmed a  Lutheran i n  our  Mission.  The group i n  
B l u e f i e l d s  i s  made up most ly  of women and c h i l d r e n .  
And wh i l e  no formal  church has  been organized t h e r e ,  
our  m i s s i o n a r i e s  have cont inued t o  make r e g u l a r  
t r i p s  t h e r e  t o  preach and i n s t r u c t .  Rosa has  s i n c e  
dropped ou t  of t h e  p i c t u r e ,  bu t  a  f r i e n d  of h e r s  by 
t h e  name of Josephina ha s  been i n s t rumen ta l  i n  keep- 
i n g  c h i l d r e n ' s  c l a s s e s  going. Summer v o l u n t e e r s  
from t h e  S t a t e s  have u s u a l l y  spen t  a  couple  of weeks 
t e ach ing  VBS i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e .  

A t  t h i s  p o i n t  w e  would mention something about  
t h e  summer v o l u n t e e r s  who have worked' f o r  our  M i s -  
s i o n  i n  C e n t r a l  America. The f i r s t  group of volun- 
t e e r s  went down i n  t h e  summer of 1973. They were 
Bethany Col lege  s t u d e n t s  who r a i s e d  t h e i r  own 

f i n a n c i a l  suppor t  from t h e i r  l o c a l  congrega t ions  
and i n t e r e s t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  They s t ayed  about  
two and a  h a l f  months. Though they  were n o t  a b l e  
t o  speak t h e  Spanish language, they  d i d  a s s i s t  
t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  i n  many ways. I n  t h e  summer of 
1974 t h e  Synod's Youth o r g a n i z a t i o n  (The LYA) took  
on i t s  b i g g e s t  p r o j e c t  i n  h i s t o r y  when i t  r a i s e d  
enough money t o  suppor t  f ou r  of i t s  members a s  
v o l u n t e e r  workers i n  Nicaragua. Then i n  1975 
t h r e e  more Bethany s t u d e n t s ,  t h e s e  from t h e  " ~ e q u o n  
Program," and t h e  w i f e  of one of them, went a s  
s e l f - suppor t i ng  workers i n  Managua. I n  1976 f o u r  
Spanish language s t u d e n t s  from Lakeside Lutheran 
High School ( t h e  WELS a r e a  HS a t  Lake M i l l s ,  W i s -  
cons in)  and t h e i r  t e a c h e r ,  M r .  Fenske, spen t  two 
months i n  our  C e n t r a l  American Mission. These 
s t u d e n t s  had r a i s e d  enough money f o r  t h e i r  suppo r t  
under what they  c a l l e d  "P ro j ec t  76." They r a i s e d  
t h e i r  money through t h e i r  own p e r s o n a l  dona t ion ,  
through coat-checks a t  school  f u n c t i o n s ,  chape l  
o f f e r i n g s ,  and dona t ions  from i n d i v i d u a l s  and 
o rgan i za t i ons .  During t h e  1976-77 school  yea r  
s t u d e n t s  from t h e  same h igh  s choo l  have r a i s e d  
money through "P ro j ec t  JOY"  ( J e s u s ,  Others  and 
You) s o  a s  t o  be  a b l e  t o  send seven s t u d e n t s  t o  
work i n  our  C e n t r a l  American Plission. While t h e s e  
short - term v o l u n t e e r s  may have t h e i r  d i sadvantages ,  
n o t  being f l u e n t  i n  t h e  language and n o t  be ing  fami l -  
i a r  w i th  t h e  c u l t u r e  of t h e  people  among whom they  
work, they  none the l e s s  do accomplish something. And 
perhaps t h e  g r e a t e s t  good t h a t  comes o u t  of t h e i r  
summer's work is r e a l i z e d  a f t e r  t hey  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  
S t a t e s .  The enthusiasm w i t h  which they  p r e s e n t  
t h e i r  summer's expe r i ences  t o  t h e  people  i n  ou r  
congrega t ions  h e r e  a t  home rubs  o f f  on t h e  people  
s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  pews, s o  t h a t  t hey  too  become more 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  work of f o r e i g n  miss ions .  S ince  
t h e  f i r s t  v o l u n t e e r s  went down t o  C e n t r a l  America 
i n  t h e  summer of 1973, t h e r e  have been twenty-one 
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o rgan i za t i ons .  During t h e  1976-77 school  yea r  
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young people  who have spen t  t h e i r  summers working 
i n  our  C e n t r a l  American Mission. Some of them have 
worked more than  one summer. 

I n  February of 1974 Fore ign  F ie ld-Secre ta ry  
Rev. Norman Madson, and t h e  Chairman of our  Mission 
Board, M r .  Loyd M i l l e r ,  made a three-week v i s i t  t o  
our  C e n t r a l  American and South American Mission 
f i e l d s  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of t h e  Board. It was t h e i r  
f i r s t  on- the-s i t e  i n s p e c t i o n  of t h e  work, and 
proved t o  be bo th  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  and i n s p i r a t i o n a l .  
They bo th  came home wi th  a  b e t t e r  unders tanding  of 
t h e  j oys  and d i sappoin tments  our  m i s s i o n a r i e s  meet 
wi th .  These two Board members would r e t u r n  t o  Lima 
i n  December of t h e  same yea r  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  f i r s t  
ELS L a t i n  American Mis s iona r i e s '  Conference.  Taking 
p a r t  i n  t h e  meet ing were Mis s iona r i e s  Kus te r ,  Mold- 
s t a d  and Olsen, t h e  two Mission Board members, t h e  
wives of t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  and t h e  two v o l u n t e e r s  
who were p r e s e n t l y  on t h e  f i e l d  - Vicki  M i l l e r  and 
Sue Hawkins. It was a  s t r enuous ,  b u t  p r o f i t a b l e  
f ive-day meeting. Out of t h e  meet ing came t h e  
f i r s t  d r a f t  of "The P r i n c i p l e s  and P o l i c i e s  of t h e  
ELS L a t i n  American Missions."  These w e r e  gone over  
a g a i n  by t h e  Board and a  sub-committee of t h e  Board, 
and were submi t ted  t o  t h e  Synod Convention f o r  
approva l  a t  i t s  1976 Convention. The Convention 
d i r e c t e d  t h a t  they  be  submit ted t o  t h e  D o c t r i n a l  
Committee of t h e  Synod f o r  approva l .  A t  p r e s e n t  
they  are be ing  s t u d i e d  by t h a t  Committee. These 
Guide l ines  may be found on pages  76-81 of t h e  1976 
Synod Report .  

Missionary Robert  Moldstad came home f o r  h i s  
f i r s t  f u r l ough  i n  December of 1974. He and h i s  
f ami ly  remained i n  t h e  S t a t e s  u n t i l  m,id-March of 
1975. While he  was away from Lima t h e  indigenous 
p r i n c i p l e  of miss ion  work t h a t  we have been pursu- 
i n g  was g iven  a  good t e s t i n g .  During h i s  absence 
t h e  work he  had been doing,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  San G a b r i e l ,  

w a s  pu t  i n  t h e  hands of one of t h e  Na t iona l  l e a d e r s ,  
J u l i o  Gonzalez. He handled h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
ve ry  w e l l ,  and has  now emerged a s  one of t h e  most 
capable  and r e spec t ed  l e a d e r s  i n  our  Peruvian church.  
During 1974 our  work i n  t h e  mountain v i l l a g e s  con- 
t i nued  t o  be one of t h e  b r i g h t  s p o t s  i n  t h e  o v e r a l l  
p i c t u r e  of t h e  work. Leaders  from t h e  v i l l a g e  of 
Pacclon,  where we f i r s t  began our  mountain work, 
began going t o  ne ighbor ing  v i l l a g e s  w i t h  t h e  Gospel,  
wi thout  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of our  m i s s i o n a r i e s .  

Following t h e  f i r s t  ELS ~ i s s i o n a r i e s '  Conference 
i n  Lima i n  December of 1974, Missionary Olsen and 
F ie ld-Secre ta ry  Madson made a  t h r e e  day v i s i t  t o  
Po r to  Alegre ,  B r a z i l  a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  and expense 
of a  M r .  Luiz Raute r ,  a  concerned Lutheran Layman 
who had severed  t i e s  w i th  h i s  LC-MS church of t h a t  
coun t ry ,  and was concerned t h a t  a  conse rva t i ve  
Lutheran Church be e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  h i s  c i t y  and 
count ry .  A f t e r  s t udy ing  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  on t h e  b a s i s  
of r e p o r t s  submi t ted  t o  t h e  Mission Board by M i s -  
s i o n a r y  Olsen and P a s t o r  Madson, t h e  Board d i d  n o t  
t h i n k  i t  f e a s i b l e  t o  beg in  work t h e r e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
t i m e .  S ince  t h a t  t i m e  M r .  Raute r  h a s  been i n  touch 
w i t h  t h e  WELS Board f o r  World Miss ions ,  and though 
they  have promised t o  g i v e  t h e  work t h e r e  a  t r i a l  
run,  they  have a t  t h i s  t ime n o t  been a b l e  t o  s e c u r e  
a  man f o r  t h e  f i e l d .  Our Board r ecogn ize s  t h a t  
B r a z i l ,  a s  one of t h e  emerging powers among t h e  
t h i r d  world n a t i o n s ,  is  a  r i p e  f i e l d  f o r  miss ion  
work. The language used t h e r e  i s  Por tugese .  

The church i n  Managua w a s  f o rma l ly  organized 
on June 2 ,  1974. It took  a s  i t s  name  he Federa- 
t i o n  of Evange l i ca l  Lutheran Churches." I n  Spanish 
t h e  f i r s t  l e t t e r s  of t h e  words t h a t  make up t h e  
o f f i c i a l  name s p e l l  t h e  Spanish word, FIEL, which 
means " f a i t h f u l . "  It i s  ou r  s i n c e r e  hope t h a t  t h e  
people  compris ing t h i s  Nicaraguan Lutheran Church 
w i l l  remain f a i t h f u l  t o  our  Lord and Sav io r ,  and 
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t o  t h e  b l e s s e d  t each ings  of H i s  i n f a l l i b l e  Word. 

The yea r  1975 saw bo th  f i e l d s  s t r e s s  t h e  
t r a i n i n g  of n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s  t o  e v e n t u a l l y  t a k e  
over  t h e  t e ach ing ,  p reach ing ,  and p a s t o r a l  work 
among t h e i r  people .  I n  Peru much of t h e  t ime of 
m i s s i o n a r i e s  Moldstad and Olsen was given t o  t h e  
i n s t r u c t i n g  and t r a i n i n g  of Peruvian men f o r  
l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e s  i n  t h e  church t h e r e .  Since most 
of t h e s e  men a r e  working, fami ly  men, who have t o  
suppor t  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  c l a s s e s  
a r e  worked i n t o  t h e i r  busy schedules  every which 
way. Most p roduc t ive  have been t h e  two and t h r e e  
week i n t e n s i v e  s t udy  pe r iods ,  when t h e s e  men have 
had a  b reak  from t h e i r  occupa t iona l  l a b o r s .  Also 
i n  C e n t r a l  America Missionary Kus te r  con t inued  t o  
spend much t i m e  e s p e c i a l l y  w i th  t h e  young man i n  
Managua, Abelardo Gonzalez, who has  assumed a  
l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e  among h i s  people .  Encouraging 
was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  when Missionary Kuster  r e tu rned  
t o  t h e  S t a t e s  a t  t h e  end of 1975 f o r  a  six-month 
fu r lough ,  young Abelardo kep t  t h e  group t o g e t h e r  
and c a r r i e d  o u t  h i s  r o l e  a s  p a s t o r  and l e a d e r .  
I n  1975 Missionary Kuster  was i n s t rumen ta l  i n  
s t a r t i n g  a s choo l  i n  So lub le ,  t h e  b a r r i o  of Managua 
which c o n t a i n s  our  on ly  church b u i l d i n g .  While i t  
i s  n o t  a  C h r i s t i a n  Day School i n  t h e  s t r i c t  s ense  
of t h e  term, t h e  school  is  taught  by members of 
Our Lutheran Church, and s ing ing  C h r i s t i a n  hymns 
and B ib l e  r ead ing  a r e  p a r t  of t h e  d a i l y  i n s t r u c t i o n .  
The f i n a n c i n g  of  t h i s  school  has  been made p o s s i b l e  
mainly by money g i f t s  from F a i t h  Mission Soc i e ty ,  
and a  s m a l l  t u i t i o n  t h a t  i s  charged t h e  p u p i l s .  

I n  A p r i l  of 1975 M r .  David Skogen came t o  
Lima as an  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s o c i a l  
s e r v i c e .  Soon a f t e r  h i s  a r r i v a l  he  go t  i n  touch 
w i t h  ou r  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  and a l r e a d y  i n  May of t h a t  

yea r  he  was a s s i s t i n g  w i t h  t h e  work of our  miss ion .  
A f t e r  completing a  c o n t r a c t  of one y e a r ,  and de- 
s i r i n g  t o  g e t  back i n t o  f u l l - t i m e  miss ion  work 
aga in ,  he a p p l i e d  t o  our  Mission Board. H i s  r e -  
ques t  was handled a t  t h e  Board's October ,  1975 
meet ing,  and t h e  fo l lowing  r e s o l u t i o n  was passed:  
"RESOLVED, To engage David Skogen a s  a  lay-  
e v a n g e l i s t  on our  Peru f i e l d ,  suppo r t i ng  him wi th  
extra-budgetary funds our  Board has  rece ived ."  
David was marr ied i n  Lima i n  May of 1976, and 
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  moved w i t h  h i s  b r i d e  t o  Chimbote, 
a  c i t y  about 300 mi l e s  up t h e  n o r t h  c o a s t  of Peru.  
It  was a  s t a f f  d e c i s i o n  t h a t  h e  begin work t h e r e .  
While i n  Chimbote he  d i d  Evangelism work, he ld  
i n s t r u c t i o n  c l a s s e s ,  and conducted worship s e r -  
v i c e s .  H e  a l s o  made t r i p s  t o  Pacclon and Chiquian 
and o t h e r  mountain v i l l a g e s  where CC had made pre- 
v i o u s  c o n t a c t s .  When our  m i s s i o n a r i e s  conducted 
i n t e n s i v e  s tudy  s e s s i o n s  f o r  t h e  l e a d e r s  of C C ,  
David a l s o  a s s i s t e d  i n  t h i s .  W e  a r e  g r a t e f u l  f o r  
t h e  work he  h a s  done, and t h a t  on a  very  l i m i t e d  
s a l a r y ,  even a s  w e  a r e  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  work of 
a l l  t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  who have se rved  on bo th  f i e l d s  
dur ing  t h e  p a s t  t e n  y e a r s .  

La t e  i n  1975 D r .  Ken Johnson, a young d e n t i s t  
from t h e  WELS congrega t ion  a t  New London, Wisconsin,  
came t o  Peru a s  a s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g  miss ionary .  He 
a s s i s t e d  i n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  p a r t  of t h e  work i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  u s ing  h i s  t a l e n t s  a s  a  d e n t i s t  among 
t h e  poor people  of t h e  b a r r i a d a s .  He r e tu rned  t o  
t h e  U.S. i n  May of 1976. During t h i s  f u r lough  
t ime he  marr ied ,  and r e tu rned  t o  t h e  f i e l d  w i t h  
h i s  young b r i d e  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1976. They remained 
i n  t h e  work u n t i l  June of 1977. It  was deemed n o t  
necessary  f o r  t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  
b a r r i a d a s  t o  c a r r y  on e f f e c t i v e  work among t h e  
people .  
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was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  when Missionary Kuster  r e tu rned  
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yea r  he  was a s s i s t i n g  w i t h  t h e  work of our  miss ion .  
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aga in ,  he a p p l i e d  t o  our  Mission Board. H i s  r e -  
ques t  was handled a t  t h e  Board's October ,  1975 
meet ing,  and t h e  fo l lowing  r e s o l u t i o n  was passed:  
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v i c e s .  H e  a l s o  made t r i p s  t o  Pacclon and Chiquian 
and o t h e r  mountain v i l l a g e s  where CC had made pre- 
v i o u s  c o n t a c t s .  When our  m i s s i o n a r i e s  conducted 
i n t e n s i v e  s tudy  s e s s i o n s  f o r  t h e  l e a d e r s  of C C ,  
David a l s o  a s s i s t e d  i n  t h i s .  W e  a r e  g r a t e f u l  f o r  
t h e  work he  h a s  done, and t h a t  on a  very  l i m i t e d  
s a l a r y ,  even a s  w e  a r e  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  work of 
a l l  t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  who have se rved  on bo th  f i e l d s  
dur ing  t h e  p a s t  t e n  y e a r s .  

La t e  i n  1975 D r .  Ken Johnson, a young d e n t i s t  
from t h e  WELS congrega t ion  a t  New London, Wisconsin,  
came t o  Peru a s  a s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g  miss ionary .  He 
a s s i s t e d  i n  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  p a r t  of t h e  work i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  u s ing  h i s  t a l e n t s  a s  a  d e n t i s t  among 
t h e  poor people  of t h e  b a r r i a d a s .  He r e tu rned  t o  
t h e  U.S. i n  May of 1976. During t h i s  f u r lough  
t ime he  marr ied ,  and r e tu rned  t o  t h e  f i e l d  w i t h  
h i s  young b r i d e  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1976. They remained 
i n  t h e  work u n t i l  June of 1977. It  was deemed n o t  
necessary  f o r  t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  
b a r r i a d a s  t o  c a r r y  on e f f e c t i v e  work among t h e  
people .  



During 1976 a  personnel  change was made on 
t h e  Peru f i e l d  i n  t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l l y  t r a i n e d  members 
of t h e  s t a f f .  Missionary James Olsen and h i s  fami ly  
r e tu rned  t o  t h e  S t a t e s ,  according t o  a t ime tab l e  
t h a t  they  had e s t a b l i s h e d  a  couple  of y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  
To r e p l a c e  him, Rev. Mart in  Teigen was c a l l e d .  He 
was commissioned a t  Western Koshkonong Church, 
r u r a l  Cot tage Grove, Wisconsin i n  mid-October, 
and a r r i v e d  i n  Lima t h e  l a s t  days of t h a t  same month. 
H i s  a ss igned  work w i l l  be p r i m a r i l y  teaching  i n  t h e  
Seminary by Extension which we use  i n  t h e  i n s t r u c t -  
i n g  and t r a i n i n g  of t h e  Nat iona ls .  Ear ly  i n  1976 
Missionary Moldstad and h i s  fami ly  moved o u t  of t h e  
San Gabr i e l  Mission House and i n t o  a  middle c l a s s  
s e c t i o n  of t h e  c i t y .  The Kus te rs ,  t h e  Olsens,  and 
t h e  Moldstads had a11  taken a  t u r n  a t  l i v i n g  i n  t h i s  
b a r r i a d a  Mission House cons t ruc ted  f o r  t h e  most p a r t  
under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Missionary Kuster  i n  t h e  
y e a r s  1971-72, and wi th  monies from t h e  Manthei 
fami ly  a t  Petoskey,  Michigan. 

Missionary Kuster  r e tu rned  t o  t h e  Cen t r a l  
American f i e l d  i n  June of 1976. He s e t t l e d  w i t h  
h i s  family i n  San J o s e ,  a t  t h e  sugges t ion  of t h e  
Mission Baord. He has  s i n c e  h i s  r e t u r n  gathered 
a  group around t h e  Word and Sacraments i n  San Jose .  

I n  January of 1978 Rev. David L i l l e g a r d ,  who 
had e a r l i e r  accepted t h e  c a l l  of t h e  Mission Board 
t o  s e r v e  a s  t h e  second t h e o l o g i c a l l y  t r a i n e d  man 
i n  Cen t r a l  America, was commissioned a t  King of 
Grace Church i n  Minneapolis dur ing  t h e  t ime of t h e  
General P a s t o r a l  Conference, and a r r i v e d  wi th  h i s  
fami ly  i n  San J o s e  t o  j o i n  our  miss ion  work f o r c e  
t h e r e .  

A s  we conclude t h e  f i r s t  t e n  y e a r s  of our 
Mission e f f o r t s  i n  L a t i n  America, t h e  m i s s i o n a r i e s  
and t h e  Mission Board recognize  t h a t  they a r e  s t i l l  
l e a r n e r s  i n  t h e  tremendous t a s k  of d i s c i p l i n g  t h e  

na t ions .  There have been f r u i t s  of t h e  work, i n  
t h a t  many s o u l s  have been won f o r  t h e  kingdom of 
God through t h e  power of t h e  Gospel. Th i s  we humbly 
acknowledge a s  t h e  work of God's g race .  There have 

been t h e  f a i l u r e s ,  too,  and t h e s e  we a t t r i b u t e  t o  
t h e  f a u l t s  and l i m i t a t i o n s  of human be ings .  We 

p r a i s e  our g rac ious  God f o r  l e ad ing  us  i n t o  t h e s e  
f o r e i g n  f i e l d s  t o  spread H i s  Word among t h e  heathen.  
And, as we embark now on t h e  second decade of t h i s  
important  work, l e t  us  pray wi th  t h e  hymnwriter: 

May God bestow on us  H i s  g r ace ,  
With b l e s s i n g s  r i c h  p rov ide  u s ;  
And may t h e  b r i g h t n e s s  of H i s  f a c e  
To l i f e  e t e r n a l  guide u s ;  
That w e  H i s  sav ing  g race  may know, 
And what i s  H i s  good p l e a s u r e ,  
And a l s o  t o  t h e  hea then  show 
H i s  r i c h e s  wi thout  measure,  
And unto  God conver t  them. 

-- Norman A. Madson 
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